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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon," Judges 7:20 
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The Desperate 
Need ot Compassion 


By DR. JOHN F. MacARTHUR 
1495 Colorado Bivd., Los Angeles, California 


«Sermon preached at Sword of the Lord Conference on Evangelism, 
Winona Lake, Ind., July, 1946. Mechanically recorded for 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


“And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teach- 
ing in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among 
the people. But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved 
with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were 
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith 
he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the har- 
vest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.”— 


Matt. 9:35-38. 


Unquestionably and undoubtedly 
ohe of the visible manifestations 
of the work of the Holy Spirit in 
the heart is when that Heart and 
that life are stirred and burning 
with compassion. I believe the 
entire attitude of the Christian 
world today should be character- 
ized by the word compassion. It 
is a beautiful word. In-that word 
ig tender love. In that word is 
affectionate pity. In that word 
is vicarious suffering. In that 
word is a driving desire to minister 
to the needs of those to whom the 
word is addressed. 


So Easy to Become Calloused 


You know it is an easy thing. 


in a world such as we live in today 
to become cold and unresponsive. 
Kt is easy to actually become cal- 
loused to the suffering that is all 
about us. And oh, how well we 
Christians know how easy it is 
to fall into the flotsam and the 
jetsam of life’s drifting tides until 
we do not any longer, have a 
burden and a concern for the 
fost who are all about us! 

You Know, we can read news- 
paper headlines today that twenty- 
five years ago would have caused 
men and women to be mentally 
and physically so upset that they 
would be unable to eat and unable 
to sleep. We can read those 
things today and they hardly stir 
wus Or hardly move us at all. 
Twenty-five years ago some men 
who felt things would have been 
unable to continue at their daily 
task in the light of the things 
that were transpiring, if they were 
going through some of the things 
that we have seen in the last few 
years. Biess your heart, we have 
reached the place today where we 
can pick up the newspaper and 

of the death, not of hun- 
am not of thousands, but of 
millions—for that is how many 
srished in this awful holocaust 
the word has just passed through, 

4 not be distressed. We can 

of bombings the like 
which man never dreamed. 


“ 


of 
The 


fiercest tyrants who ever polluted 
the earth with their presence 
never dreamed of anything as 
ghastly, as horrifying as an atomic 
bomb that can wipe out the lives 
of hundreds of thousands of people 
in one single split second. Yes, 
we have reached the place where 
we can read these things and just 
pass them off without tears. It 
seems that only when things come 
close to us, when things affect our 
own lives and our own experiences, 
(Continued on Page 3) 


The an Great Assize 


By EVANGELIST LESLIE GREENING 
13, Wollaston Road, Dorchester, Dorset, England 


“God . . . now commandeth all men everywhere to repent: 


Because he hath ap- 


pointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he 
hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath ratsed him 
from the dead. *__ Acts 17:30, 31. 


I happen to be a native of the 
county town of Dorset, and quite 
frequently 1 see an announcement 
posted on the walls of the County 
Court to the effect that one of 
His Majesty’s Judges will shortly 
conduct an Assize Court in that 
building, when all those coming 
under the jurisdiction of that par- 
ticular authority, who have brok- 
en the law of the realm, will be 
brought up for trial. 

Whenever I read that notice 
with its solemn proclamation, I 
cannot help my thoughts turning 
immediately to the infinitely more 
solemn language of my text and 
to the subject I want to speak to 
you about at this hour: “The 
Coming Great Assize,”” or “The 
Coming Great Judgment.” 

Will you notice, first of all, dear 
friends, before we come directly 
to our text, that in the course of 


their adventurous Missionary 
journey, Paul and Silas arrive at 
Berea (Acts 17:10) where God 


blesses their message to such an 
extent that a great company of 
men and-women are converted 
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By EVAN GELIST JOHN R. RICE, Editor 


“For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; 
because the word of the Lord was made a reproach unto me, 
and a derision daily. Then I said, I will not make mention 


of him, nor speak any more in his name. 


But his word was 


in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I 
was weary with forebearing, and I could not stay. *__Jer. 


20:8, 9. 


The soul-winning testimony of 
a child of God depends upon fire 
from Heaven, so the Scriptures 
teach again and again. Isaiah 
found himself totally unprepared 
and unable to speak for God, for 
“I am undone,” said he, “I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips” (Isa. 6:5). But a 
seraph took a coal of fire from 
off the altar in the temple, heav- 
enly fire, and touched -his lfps, 
and said, “Lo, this hath touched 
thy lips; and thine iniquity is tak- 
en away, and thy sin purged.” 


| Then Isaiah heard the call of God, 
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and said, “Here am I; send me.” 
No man is fit to preach, nor to 
witness for Christ, until he be 
touched with fire from Heaven. 


Of John the Baptist, Jesus said, 
“He was a burning and a shining 
light” (John 5:35). Moses was 
called to his work by the God 
who spoke to him out of a burn- 
ing bush, and that burning bush, 
flaming but never consumed, is 
a type of every prophet of God 
touched by a supernatural fire 
from God. The fire of God fell on 
Mt. Carmel in answer to the 


(Continued o on Page 2) 
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(vs. 12). But in his Satanic op- 
position to every manifestation of 
God’s saving power, 
makes a desperaie attempt to stir 
up the people, using the unbeliev- 
ing Jews of Thessalonica as will- 
ing instruments for this purpose 
(vs. 13). 

So great is the hostility dis- 
played by the latter, and so ef- 
fectively do they execute their evil 
plans, that Paul is persuaded to 
leave his companions in Berea and 
go on to Athens (vss. 14, 15). 

Whilst waiting for the arrival 
of his colleagues later, Paul's 
great heart is moved with com- 
passion as he sees the entire city 
given over to idolatry (vs. 16). 

As he moved from street to 
street in that city of learning, 
the one thing that stirred him 


.profaundly was the prevalence of 


idol Worsnhtp at every turn. One 
ancient writer has said that it 
was easier in Athens to find a 
god than a man; there seemed to 
be more idols in the place than 
human beings. 

Unable to keep silence any lon- 
ger, and constrained by the chal- 
lenge of ignorance and darkness, 
he begins, in accordance with his 
invariable custom, with his own 
kinsmen—the Jews, and, entering 
into their synagogue, he engages 
in earnest disputation, with those 
who assembled there for worship. 

From the synagogue he  pro- 
ceeds to the more popular appeal 
of the market place, and there 
proclaims daily the message of 
his emancipating gospel (vs. 17). 

This city of culture and schol- 
arship had produced some of the 
greatest philosophers of the day, 
and its peopie, moved with curi- 


osity, joined in increasing num- 
bers the throng that gathered 
around this “setter forth of 
strange gods,” who “preached 
unto them Jesus, and the resur- 
rection” (vs. 18). 

Not far from the centre of the 


city was an eminence on which 


the Devil|@ 


Evangelist Leslie Greening 


the city council held its meetings, 
called Areopagus, or Mars’ Hill, 
because a temple. to Mars had 
been erected upon it. 

Arrested by the apostle’s mes- 


sage, and ever ready to discuss 
something new, they~bring Paul 
to Mar’s Hill, saying: “May we 
know what this new doctrine, 
whereof thou speakest, is?” (vs. 
19). 


They evidently intended spend- 
ing an interesting hour listening 
to this strange preacher, but the 
apostle recognized a God-given 
opportunity to proclaim his tre- 
mendous message, and on the very 
spot where the highest court in 
Athens held its sittings he tells 
them, in the words of my text, of 
an infinitely higher court before 
which many of his auditors would 
one day appear. 

It was quite clear from the out- 
Set that he was going to be a 
decidedly unpopular preacher, in 
spite of his masterly approach to 
their hearts, for these people were 

(Continued on Page 4) 


Are Christians 
Ever Sinless? 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


In Kentucky a nice Christian woman read my booklet, 
All Have Sinned. Tens of thousands of copies of this large, 
twenty-four-page booklet have been sent out, and, thank 
God, many who read it have been turned to God, have re- 
pented of their sins and have written us to say that they have 


found Christ as their own Saviour. 
writes in defense of herself and others. 


But this Christian lady 
She said, “In regard 


to your book, All Have Sinned, in the spirit of God I would 
like to give you some Scriptures condemning Christian peo- 


ple sinning. 


In fact, if they sin more or less they are not 


Christians but professing Christians.” Then followed a num- 
ber of Scriptures and a number of statements by this good 
woman who loves the Lord and is eager to help others, but 
foolishly believes that she never sins. 


All true Christians surely long, 
to be good Christians, to be holy 
in life and heart. But so many 
have misunderstood true holiness 
that I am giving here my extend- 
ed answer to this earnest Chris- 
tion woman to help others who 
want to know the Bible truth 
about the question, “Are Chris- 
tians Ever Sinless?”’ Sin ought 
always to be hateful to a Chris- 
tian. Everyone of us ought to 
search our hearts daily and wait 
on God until His Spirit reveals 
anything: that grieves God and 
dishonors Him. Every Christian, 


according to the pattern Jesus set 
in the Lord’s prayer, ought to 
daily confess his sin and forsake 
it. True holiness is a heart 
separation to God and His will. 
And, thank God, when Jesus 
comes again our old nature will 
be changed completely and sin 
will be gone and the disposition 
to sin, even as already the new 
creature, the new nature, the seed 
of God now hates sin and cannoll 
sin, 

I hope you will read this disp» 

(Continued on Page 4G), 
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The Soul-Winner's Fire 


(Continued from Page 1) 


prayer of Elijah, and this heaven- 
ly fire was a sign to the people 
that Elijah was God’s prophet and 
that his message was true. The 
people fell on their faces and 
said, “The Lord, he is the God” 
(I Kings 18:39). The one hun- 
dred and twenty disciples who 
were filled with the Holy Ghost 
at Pentecost had outward, visible 
tongues of fire sitting upon them, 
symbols of the Holy Spirit as the 
Endurer and Anointer of His peo- 
ple for service. One who would 
speak for Jesus needs fire from 
Heaven! The call, the prepara- 
tion, the passion and the power 
of a soul winner depend upon 
the fire of the Holy Spirit! 

How many preachers have had 
the experience of Jeremiah? He 
cried out against the wickedness 
of his day, and warned of the 
judgment of God that was certain 
to come to Israel. But for 
such preaching Jeremiah was de- 
rided and reproached. In Jere- 
miah 20:8, he says: ‘For since l 
spake, I cried out, I cried violence 
and spoil; because the word of 
the Lord was made a reproach 
unto me, and a derision, daily.” 
He was not a popular preacher 
no preacher is popular if he 
preaches all the counsel of God. 
Jesus said, “Woe unto you when 
all men speak well of you.” When 
Jesus was despised and ready to 
be crucified, He said to His disci- 
ples, “The servant is not greater 
than his Lord.” 

The burden of the ministry is 
almost insupportable sometimes. 
Under the fires of criticism that 
every true preacher faces, he 
must choose one of three courses. 
He can compromise, soft-pedal, 
use smoother words; say not 80 
much about sin and repentance 
and judgment, and thus continue 
in the ministry without the con- 
tinual harassment that was the 
lot of such prophets of God 4s 
Jeremiah, Elijah and Paul, Or a 
preacher may resign himself, as 
the best Bible preachers did, to 
suffer malice, reproach and ridi- 
cule of wicked sinners and world- 
ly church men, and continue to 
faithfully preach. The’ third 
course open is to leave the minis- 
try, and hundreds of preachers 
have done it, not having the for- 
titude to face continual .opposi- 
tion, and yet with too much con- 
science and honesty to compro- 
mise Christ and dilute His mes- 
sage. 

This was the case with Jere- 
miah and he decided to quit the 
ministry, In Jeremiah 20:9, we 
are told, “Then I said, I will not 
make mention of him, nor speak 
any more in his name.” 
Jeremiah Quits the Ministry 

Jeremiah had prophesied tnat 
Judah should be carried away 
captive for their sins (Jer. 18:15- 
17; 19-8, 9; 20:4-6). Besides, Jere- 
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miah had been a “blue-law” 
preacher, insisting on strict ob- 
servance of the Sabbath (Jer. 17: 
19-27). The people had agreed 
among themselves, “Let us not 
give heed to any of his words” 
(Jer. 18:18). 

Jeremiah’s prophecies about 
the destruction and desolation of 
Jerusalem aroused Pashur, a 
priest, chief governor of the 
house of the Lord. ‘“‘Then Pashur 
smote Jeremiah the prophet, and 
put him in the stocks that were 
in the high gate of Benjamin, 
which was by the house of the 
Lord” (Jer. 20:2). Jeremiah, 
brave man of God that he was, 
when he was released from the 
stocks, continued to preach. But 
the public whipping and exposure 
in the stocks were followed by 
such derision on the part of the 
people that finally Jeremiah’s 
heart was broken, and he said in 
his heart, “I will not make men- 
tion of him, nor speak any more 
in his name.” Jeremiah decided 
to leave the ministry! 


Do not blame him too quickly. 
He was a well-born man, a priest, 
intelligent and cultured. This was 
his first great persecution. Small 
wonder that he decided to speak 
no more in the name of the Lord, 
but to let people go their way to 
destruction, with no further ad- 
monition, since they would not 
heed his warning. 


The Fire in Jeremiah’s Bones 

But when Jeremiah decided not 
to make mention any more of 
the Lord, nor to speak in His 
name, he found a seething vol- 
cano within him, a fire shut up 
in his bones! He said, “I will 
not make mention of him, nor 
speak any more in his name. But 
his word was in mine heart as a 
burning fire shut up in my bones, 
and I was weary with forebearing, 
and I could not stay.” When he 
ceased to testify for the Lord it 
was like a stream dammed up 
within him that must burst forth, 
and he said, “I was weary with 
forebearing, and I could not stay.’ 
Outward circumstances and his re- 
lation to the people tempted him 
to quit the ministry; but inward 
circumstances, the fire of God 
upon him, would not let him stop 
speaking in the name of the Lord. 
Jeremiah was not only in the 
ministry, the ministry was _ in 
him! He was like the colored 
man who had the billy goat by 
the horns, and cried, “Somebody 
come and help me turn this here 
animal aloose!”’ 

There are too many preachers 
who can preach or not preach, 
just as is convenient. They are 
like the ‘‘moderate drinker,’ who 
boasts of his liquor that he “can 
take it or leave it alone.” There 
are too many preachers who will 
preach if they are well paid, but 
will not preach without a job. 
When I was a boy I was amazed 
that country preachers, pastors 
of half- and fourth-time country 
churches, rarely went to their own 
churches to preach on the fifth 
Sunday of the month, They were 
not ‘employed’ for that week! 
And all over America are hun- 
dreds and hundreds of preachers 
not preaching, who say they are 
called of God to preach and who 
would gladly accept a paying posi- 
tion in the ministry, but who 
never preach on the street, nor 
in the jails, nor in shops or fac- 
tories: never do house-to-house, 
personal soul winning! It may 
be there are not enough well-pay- 
ing jobs for all the preachers, It 
may be that all who are called to 
preach cannot preach to large and 
enthusiastic audiences with the 
acclaim of men; but there are 
enough dying men to hear the 
message of every preacher who 
will tell the story of Christ and 
redemption. It is as true today 
as in the time of Jesus, that “the 
harvest truly is great, the labour- 


we should “Pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would 
send forth labourers into his har- 
vest.” 

On my heart there is a special 
burden for ministers of the gos- 
pel, The greatest problem of the 
churches is the preacher prob- 
lem. “Like priest, like people.’ 
Our preachers are usually good 
men, often learned men, unsel- 
fish, self-sacrificing, sincere men, 
but that is not enough. Preachers 
lack the divine fire, the Christlike 


| passion, the John the Baptist hold- 


ers are few.”’ It is still true that} 


ness, the Pauline urgency, the 
Holy Spirit enduement of power 
that will fire the churches of God. 
They lack the supernatural evi- 
dences that accompanied New 
Testament preachers. The mirac- 
ulous, the supernatural, is miss- 
ing in the average preacher's life 
and message and results. God 
have pity on us! What all of us 
need and must have, if we are to 
please God and do His work ef- 
fectively, is the fire from Heav- 
en, the fire in our bones that 
Jeremiah had. 


We have depended on culture 
and learning, but schools and lit- 
erature do not make prophets 
like Jeremiah! We have depend- 
ed on organizations and institu- 
tions, but they do not bring the 
power that came at Pentecost and 
converted 3,000 souls in’ a day. 
Our colleges and seminaries send 
out preachers, but do the same 
signs and wonders attend them 
as were shown in the ministry 
of Barnabas and Saul, who went 
out, “being sent forth by the Holy 
Spirit’ (Acts 13:4), with a mirac- 
ulous, supernatural commission, 
with explicit instructions © that 
came during fasting and prayer, 
with miracle-working power that 
proved they were from the Lord? 
My Christian friend, do you see 
any difference in the results of 
your testimony and that of New 
Testament saints with the fire 
from Heaven burning in_ their 
bones? You deacons who read 
this, or other officers of the 
churches, how does your life and 
soul-winning witness compare 
with that of Stephen the martyr, 
and Philip who evangélized. Sa- 
maria? There is a holy semte- 
thing, a divine ingredient, a re- 
sistless, supernatural Energy that 
called and led, impassioned and 
empowered the saints of Bible 
times which we, God pity us, usu- 
ally do not have! Oh, may He 
send it upon us! We need the 
Word of God to burn within our 
hearts, like a fire in our bones, 
so that we cannot stay. 


Most so-called Christian work 
these days is done in the power 
of the flesh and not.in the power 
of God. God struck dead Aaron’s 
sons, Nadab and Abihu, because 
they took strange fire, that is, 
common fire, not divinely kindled, 
into the tabernacle (Lev. 10:1, 2). 
God struck down Uzzah because 
he put forth his unanointed hand 
to steady the ark of God (II Sam. 
6:6, 7). King Uzziah, not called 
of God to be a priest, intruded in- 
to that holy work and burned in- 
cense in the temple, and for that 
he was smitten with leprosy (II 
Chron. 26:16-21). And the min- 
istry of many a man today is life- 
less and dead, because the Lord 
has departed from him,though he, 
like Samson, may not know it. 
And the gospel we preach too 
often has a barren womb and dry 
breasts; sons and daughters are 
not brought forth into the king- 
dom of God, and the starving 
Saints are not fed! Oh, for fire 
from Heaven! 


The Divine Call 


I do not believe there are too 
many preachers; nay, I do not 
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believe there are enough. The 
Scripture plainly commands, “Let 
him that heareth say, Come” 
(Rev. 22:17). And every born- 
again child of God should, like the 
converted maniac of Gadara, £0 
home to his friends and his fath- 
er’'s house and tell what great 
things God has done for him. We 
need, not fewer preachers, but 
more, for the world is dying and 
the white harvest is wasting. We 
should pray the Lord of the har- 
vest to send forth labourers into 
His harvest. Mothers should give 
their new-born sons to the minis- 
try, and fathers should bring up 
their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, longing 
and pleading that God will use 
them in His own service, There 
are not too many preachers, 
But there are too many preach- 
ers preaching without a_ divine 
call, a supernatural] Commission 
from Heaven. It ought to be 
said of every preacher, every 
Sunday school teacher, every sou! 
winner, as it ‘was of John the 
Baptist, “There was a man sent 
from God whose name was 


? 


Do you know why the Word ol 
God was in the heart of Jeremiah 
as a fire burning in his bones? 
(Read Jeremiah 1:4-9.) 

“Then the word of the Lord 
came unto me, saying, 


“Before I formed thee in the 
belly I knew thee; and before 
thou camest forth out of the 
womb I sanctified thee, and I 
ordained thee a prophet unto the 
nations, 

“Then said I, Ah, Lord God! 
behold, I cannot speak: for I am a 
child. 

“But the Lord said unto me, 
Say not, I am a child: for thou 
shalt go to all that I shall send 
thee, and whatsoever I command 
thee thou Shalt speak. 

“Be not afraid of their faces: 

for I am with thee to deliver thee, 
Saith the Lord, 
“Then the Lord put forth his 
hand, and touched my mouth. 
And the Lord said unto me, Be- 
hold, I have put my words in thy 
“mouth,” 

Jeremiah was called to preach 
before he was born! God “sanc- 
tified” him, “ordained” him to be 
a prophet unto the nations. Then 
in due time the word of the Lord 
came to him that he must preach, 
and God Himself reached down 
and touched Jeremiah’s mouth! 
He said, “I have put my words in 
thy mouth. God promised de- 
tailed instructions, definite, lead- 
ership, daily preparation. Jere- 
miah was to go where he was 
sent, and to speak what was told 
him, and God promised to deliver 
His’ prophet. 

If anyone who reads this expects 
to work for God with blessing, get 
your Bible down and read again 
how’ God called Moses, how he 
called Isaiah, how He called 
Elisha, and how He called Saul 
of Tarsus. Read how Jesus called 
the fishermen to leave their nets, 
and said, “Follow me and I will 
make you fishers of men.” Some 
of you have had this call of God, 
some of you know that your 
ministry was never a human busi- 
ness, never a matter of human 
preference. We need to go back 
again to the starting point, and 
let God put His words in our 
mouths and our hearts, and put 
His fire within our bones. 

Do you remember one spot of 
holy ground where you needed 
to take the shoes off your feet, 
because God spoke to you from 
a burning bush? Do you remem- 
ber the time, like Gideon, when 
the angel of God spoke to you, and 
the fleece was first wet and then 
dry, to prove the call of God? 
Did you, like Gideon, ask for “the 
miracles that our fathers told us 
of” again and did you receive 
assurance that the power of God 
which was on the prophets of old 
would be on you? 

Do you remember the time when 
God lifted you out of sin, and put 
a burning coal to your lips and 
said, “Lo, this hath touched thy 
lips; and thine iniquity is taken 
away, and thy sin purged,” as He | 
did to Isaiah when God called him? } 
Did God somewhere strike you 
down and say to you as He did 
to Saul, “I will send thee far 
hence unto the Gentiles’? Did | 
Jesus ever say to you, as He said 
to the eleven disciples the day of 
His resurrection, ‘‘As my Father 
hath sent me, even so send I 
you,” and did His holy breath 
blow upon you, as He said, “Re- 
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ceive ye the Holy Ghost’? 

one hundred and twenty taal 
ten days in the upper room, un 
the day of Pentecost was fully 


come. Have you waited upon 
until you received power to be 


His witness? Oh, 
officer of the churches, Sunday 
school teachers, soul winners, 


Christians, we are not fit to 
serve God until we receive a d- 
vine commission, a breath of 
Heaven, a holy flame! I thank 
God I know, as definitely as J 
know I am writing this chapter, 
that God called me to preach, that 
He anointed me from my mother’s 
womb to be a soul winner, “Ti 
this end was I born.” Oh, 

I never forget it. I need that 
call burned into my soul again. 

The Soul-Winning Passion 

One who would work for Chris 
must have not only a divine call 
but must have a passion that will 
not let him quit. The fire you 
once had will not do for today, 
One who speaks for Christ must 
speak as ome having authority. 
He must know that his message 
is of God. Too many of our ser- 
mons are like a supper of left- 
overs—they have been too ] 
away from the fire! A newsbit 
cannot sell a paper one day old 
God forgive the preacher wh 
expects results from a ministry, 
that has not been touched by the 
fire of God for weeks or even 
years! 

If a preacher preaches because 
he chooses to preach, he may 
preach pleasant and lukewarm 
platitudes to those who come té 
hear him in a comfortable build- 
ing and pay him for his trouble; 
but only the preacher whe 
preaches because he must, the 
preacher with fire in his bones, 
the one who will preach to m 
who hate him, or deride him, or 
ignore him on the streets, in 3 
homes, in the parks, jails and 
shops, everywhere. - 

Paul commanded Timothy, 
“Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season.” For @ 
long time I really wondered at 
that strange command. Ti v 
was to preach the gospel when 
it was convenient, ang also when 
it was not convenient. He was 
to preach the gospel when men 
heard) and preach #t the same 
when they would not: hear. He 
was to preach when men supported 
him, and also preach with .the 
same burning passion when he 
must make tents for bread! “The 
preacher with fire in his bones, 
does not only await an opportunity, 
he makes one. He must preach! 

This was what Paul meant wh 
he said: : 

“For though I preach the 
gospel, I have nothing to glory 
of; for necessity is laid upon 

me; yea, woe is unto me, if I 

preach not the gospel! For if 

I do this thing willingly, I 

have a reward: but if against 

my will, a dispensation of the 
gospel is committed unto me.” 

—-I Cor. 9:16, 17. 

Paul was a bondslave to Jesus 
Christ, enslaved by the gospel! 
He was a debtor both to the 
Greeks and to the Barbarians; 
both to the wise, and to the un- 
wise, for he said, “A dispensation 
of the gospel is committed unte 
me.” God had placed a holy de- 
posit in Paul’s heart that 
until his dying day, so that " 
could say, “Woe is unto me, 

I preach not the gospel!” 

Paul did not mean that 
would punish him if he did | 
preach. I do not think he f 
as some preachers do, that 
health and financial distress 
come upon him, if he did 
preach. Instead, Paul meant, “9 
am miserable when I can’t preach, 
Life is not worth\\living, if I 
not win souls! 
die to see my brethren, the J 
saved. I have ynceasing sorrow 
my heart. -I could wish m 
accursed from Christ for the 
of lost sinners.” That 
that compassion was wrought 
the heart of Paul, as it was in 
heart of Jeremiah, by the | 
Spirit. Without some of that me 
man or woman is fit to win soul, 
nor able to do much of that 
work, 

My beloved readers, this @ @ 
divine matter about which I write 
We did not save ourselves. . 
did not call ourselves. We cam 
not equip ourselves. We need t® 
wait before God. until the dross 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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burned out of our lives, until 
-will is dead, and the self-life 
conformed to the death of 
wrist, before we can wholly fol- 
the Lord Jesus, I say frankly 
you that the passion for soul 
, that holy, loving, tearful 

ST” that has burned with 
consuming flame in the heart of 
gome soul winners, is a super- 
patural enduement from God. 
Schools did not give this. Organi- 
zations cannot build it. It is super- 
Hatural, not natural. It is divine, 
not human, 

What we need, then, is to tarry 

ore God, and so confess our 

, and so forsake them, until 

esr anointed from Heaven. 

the Word of God will be in 

our hearts, as it was with Jere- 
miiah, like a fire in his bones. 

‘Oh, thou holy God, thou dying, 
rigen, living Saviour, thou seeking 
Spirit; give us this holy passion 
for sinners, this compelling gos- 
pel, this fire from Heaven! 


God’s Word in the Preacher’s 

_ Heart—The Supernatural 
Message 

‘ Jeremiah said, “But his word 

was in mine heart as a burning 


frre shut up in my bones.” The 
“his wo was supplied 
by the translators, but that is 


actually the sense of the scripture. 
God had saiq to Jeremiah, “Be- 
hold, I have put my words in thy 
mouth”; and again and again, 
many, many times in the book of 
Jeremiah we are told, “Then the 
word of the Lord came unto me, 
Saying” (1:4); or, “Moreover the 
word of the Lord came uto me, 
saying” (1:11). See also Jere- 
miah 2:1; 3:6, etc. The words of 
Jeremiah were literally the words 
of the Lord. In Jeremiah 30:2, the 
Lord commanded Jeremiah, saying, 
“Write thee all the words that I 
have spoken unto thee in a book.” 
Jeremiah did it and this proves 
the verbal inspiration of the Bible. 
Word-for-word inspiration is God's 
way of revelation. But it teaches 
far more than that. When Jere- 
miah spoke, he spoke the words 
of the Lord. The message is 
God's message. 

I have heard preachers quote, 
“My word... shall not return 
unto me void’ (Isa. 55:11),and say 
that if a man simply preaches the 
truth of the Bible, God is certain 
to bless it. But that is a false 
interpretation of that scripture. 
That verse really means that what 
God has promised He will bring 
to pass. It ig utterly false to sup- 
pose that the Word of the Lord, 
preached by a cold-hearted, un- 
anointed preacher, who preaches 
in human wisdom and for selfish 
purposes, will bring its proper 
fruit, the same as if preached by 
aman whose heart is set aflame 
by the Holy Spirit. That is 
utterly false! It takes the power 
of God to preach the Word of God. 
The Word of God is not a sword 
of man; it is the sword of the 
Spirit. 

All the Bible is God’s Word, 
but it must burn in the preacher's 
heart. Many cold-hearted Phar- 
isees spent a life-time studying the 
Bible, teaching the Bible and try- 
ing to follow the Bible, but they 
were blind leaders of the blind, 
Jesus said. They compassed land 
and sea to nfake a proselyte, and 
then made him twofold more the 
child of Hell than’ themselves! 
The lawyers, Jesus said, experts 
in the law of Moses, would not 
enter into the kingdom, and yet 
would not permit others to enter. 
They had the Word of God, yes, 
but -only the letter of it, not the 
spirit. The letter of the law 
killeth, but the Spirit makes alive. 
The bare, cold outlines of scrip- 
tural facts, as preached by many 
a preacher, deaden and kill and 
damn. The Word of God which 
comes only through the brain and 
mouth of a preacher, or personal 
worker, is blighting, fruitless, 
powerless. The Word of God, in 
order to be blessed to the hearer, 
must be preached from the heart! 
Jeremiah said, “His word was im 
mime heart as a burning fire shut 
up in my bones.” A preacher's 
heart is far more tmportant than 
his head. It is heart preaching 
that has power, not head preach- 
ing. | 

In Kansas City during the great 


- 


Gipsy Smith revival years ago, an 
old preacher came into the room 
where the Gipsy was sitting after 
the service. Thousands were be- 
ing blessed and hundreds saved. 
The older minister placed his 
hands upon the evangelist’s head 
and felt about it. “I am trying 
to find the secret of your suc- 
cess,” he said. 


“Too high! too high! my friend, 
you are too high,” Gipsy said. 
“The secret of whatever success 
God has given me is not up there 
but down here,’’and he placed his 
hand upon his heart! 

The other day I heard this man 
preach, this Gipsy, born in a tent, 
won by his Gipsy father, who 
never had a day’s schooling from 
men and yet who has preached 
to the multitudes for sixty years. 
And as he preached, again and 
again the tears coursed down his 
cheeks, and my own heart was 
stirred and warmed and blessed. 
The Word of God must be in the 
heart, 


Years ago, soon after I entered 
the ministry, I was asked to 
preach and I was somewhat dis- 
tresseq about facing a great Sun- 
day night crowd. I said to a 
great old minister, Brother G. L. 
Brittain, “I don’t know what to 
preach tonight.” He __ replied, 
“And don’t you Know where to go 
to find out?” I saw the point at 
once, and instead of racking my 
brain to make a sermon, I went to 
God in earnest prayer, seeking and 
begging for a message from 
Heaven, and got it. 

This does not belittle the Bible 

it adds emphasis to the Bible. 
Study the Bible? Yes, with all 
your heart. Preach the Bible? 
Yes, preach it, all of it, it is 
God's’ Word, the infallible, verbally 
inspired revelation of God Him- 
self. But preach it with tears, 
with passion, with fire—preach it 
from a burning heart set on fire 
from Heaven! 

The apostles were _ strictly 
Bible preachers. It is amazing 
how much Scripture that that 
fisherman, Peter, used in _ his 
sermons recorded in the book ‘of 
The Acts. But mark you that 
these great preachers, these flam- 
ing preachers, these incessant, 
daily preachers, placed more im- 
portance on prayer than on preach- 
ing. With them prayer came be- 
fore preaching, both in order and 
importance. They asked the multi- 
tude to select seven men whomT 
they might appoint over the busi- 
ness of caring for the widows, 
and then they said, “‘We will give 
ourselves continually to prayer, 
and to the ministry of the word” 
(Acts 6:4). 

The Word of God in the brain 
may lie dormant and unfruitful, 
but the Word of God in the heart 
burns like fire in the bones, until 
one is weary with forebearing and 
cannot stay! It is the Word of 
God in the heart, so living, so 
burning, that one must say, “‘Woe 
is me if I preach not the gospel!” 
Christians need to spend enough 
time with God that the message 
of God may really take posses- 
sion of the heart. 

Natural preaching of a super- 
natural Word will not do. We 
need a supernatural element in our 
testimony, a miraculous fire in our 
ministry. In other words, we need 
to be filled and transformed by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, so 
that the message is God’s, and the 
power is God's, and the fruit is 
God's. May God kindle a fire in 
our bones, so that we cannot stay, 
but must tell out God’s message! 


(One of eight chapters on soul- 
winning passion and power, in 
the book, THE SOUL-WINNER’S 
FIRE, by Evangelist John R. Rice. 
Published by Moody Press, 127 
pages, price 25c. Order from your 
book seller or from Sword of the 
Lord Publisher, 214 W. Wesley St., 
Wheaton, Il.) 
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We call the attention of our 
friends to the following. edi- 
torial which appeared recently 
in the Laurens ADVERTISER 
of Laurens, South Carolina: 


“Everybody else is giving | 
their impressions of Bob Jones | 
University, so we might add’ 
our mite. 


Bob Jones, Jr., dedicate 
plant to the Lord. Other peo- 
ple have dealt with the immen- 
sity of the outlay and the rap- 
idity of its building. We deal 


significant happening. The pro- 
gram of the evenng was to 
start at 8 o'clock. Incidentally, 
it started at 8. The four big 
doors to the auditorium, which 
seats. about 3,000, were not 
ypened until 7:25 p. m., as pre- 
viously announced. Becore the 
opening a huge crowd of peo- 
ple, including at that time 
mostly Bob Jones University 
students, had gathered on the 
outside with the idea of getting 
a good seat. What were those 
students doing? Rah-rahing? 
Hoop-laing? No! Singing relig- 
ious songs? Yes. From all 
over the campus you could 
hear them. The old familiar 
1ymns. Nobody leading them. 
No show. No put-on. When one 
song was ended, a group of 
Students here and there in the 
crowd would raise anothér tune. 
They all sang and they knew 
all the words. Not a book in 
the crowd. Everything was 
spontaneous and they seemed 
not only to love it but to be 
proud of it. A crowd of boys 
and girls having a good time 


| 


We attended the 
opening of the Rodeheaver au- | 


ditorium and heard resident | normal, 
the | young people in a way 


with a comparatively minor but |). would like to ask you to 


|1948, and you can have a real 


_ old hymns and thus give a Chris- 


singing religious tunes! There 
are many promoters who 2an 
erect buildings and put on high 
sounding programs. But, our 
impression was that if anybody 
can get a crowd of young folks 
to act like that they are doing 
| something worthwhile.” 


This editorial tells its own 
story. If you are interested in 
an institution that is training 
practiic?l, intelligent 
that 
makes them prefer to sing good 


tian testimony rather than sing 
“jazz, rag-time music,” then 


help us make up the deficit on 
the first unit of our university 
plant. We are now in the year 


part in the work we are doing. 
You, of course, understand that 
you can get a reduction on your 
income tax for the investment 
you make in the work of ou 
institution. Be sure to put Bob 
Jones University on your fi- 
nancial gift list for 1948; and 
if convenient, please send a 
cash contribution as soon as 
you have read this appeal. 


We thank all of you who have 
helped us in 1947, and we know 
that you will help us again in 
1948. We are also thanking 
in advance you Christian 
friends who have not yet helped 
us financially but who are go- 
ing to help us in 1948. Let us 
hear from you promptly, please. 
God bless you. 


BOB JONES 


BOB JONES UNIVERSITY, 
GREENVILLE, S C, 


—Advertisement 


The Desperate Need of 
Compassion 


(Continued from Page 1) 


that we are stirred and made 
Sensitive and have tremendous 
emotion and feeling about it. 


I do not mean to blame the 
soldiers for their duty, to avoid 
more sin and suffering of further 


war. But it should grieve us 
nevertheless. I realize that we 
had to do it. 


Psychologists t ell us — I sup- 
pose there ig some truth in it — 
that if men and women really 
| took to heart the suffering that 
has taken place in these awful 
days of war, that the whole 
emotional nervous system of the 
body would break down. Men 
have had to make themselves 
callous. Men have had to develop 
a certain resistance to it. Oh, how 
easy it is today to become unre- 
sponsive! How easy it is today to 
become cold and indifferent, if 
we are not careful! In a 
strange day like this in which 
we live, with such awful events 
taking place, it may be true that 
men have to build up a resis- 
tance to the things that are hap- 
pening, but when it comes to the 
cause of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
when it comes to the _ great 
myriads of souls sweeping out 
into a lost eternity, I want to 
teh you, this is a day when we 
Christians ought to be more sensi- 
tive and more diligently’ re- 
sponsive to the soul-condition of 
men than we have ever been in 
all of our lives. Though the 
world about us grow hard and 
unresponsive, may God cause a 
sensitiveness to come over our 
beings that will never grow dull 
or wane until the day that Jesus 
takes us home, or until the day 
comes when we go Home to Him. 


I remember one time there was 
a fine group of young boys in my 
church. The young fellow who 
was director of Christian Educa- 
tion took these lads for an outing 
at the beach. While they were 
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down at the shore that day, an 


incident took place that I Know 
wid remain indelibly in_ those 
boys’ minds! A little boy who 


was playing on the edge of the 
surf, had unwittingly gone out 
too far. Finally the outgoing tide 
caught him, took him out beyond 
his depth. Though he cried, un- 
doubtedly his cries were so 
mingled with the cries of the 
children who were playing along 
the beach, that they were not 
heard and the little boy drowned. 
Lifeguards came, They searched 
the area. Finally they got grap- 
pling hooks, and the body of the 
little boy was raised from its 
depths in the waters. They car- 
ried him tenderly in to shore, and 
then they went to find the father. 
It so happened that the man was 
almost completely intoxicated. In 
his drunken state he had neg- 
lected to care for his little boy 
properly, and that was why he 
had drowned. He was sitting 
there eating his lunch when they 
brought the little lad to him. In 
the thick tones of a drunken man, 
he looked at the little fellow and 


said, “Well, if he had been more 
careful, he wouldn't have 
drowned.” Then as_ these life- 


guards looked at him with amaze- 
ment on their faces, he went on 
eating his lunch as though nothing 


-had happened. Nobody could do 


that except a man who was 
inebriated beyond feeling, beyond 
the bounds of a sane mind. But I 
want to tell you, even as we think 
of it, it makes us fairly rise in 
righteous indignation to think 
that a man could reach the place 


boys told me about it with tears 
in their eyes, it made my blood 
boil within me. 

Oh, I thought of that man, I 
thought of the attitude because 
of his condition and it came to 
me, as no doubé it has come to you, 
that that is the attitude spir- 
itually speaking today of the 
world toward its lost condition 
and toward the lost members of 


it. This drunken, sensual, mad, 
reeling, pitching world lacks 
compassion. It may have an 


interest in the welfare of men, It 
may have an interest in the edu- 
cation of men. It may have an 
interest in the institutions of men. 
But we live in a world that has 
utterly no interest in the souls 
of men. There is only one insti- 
tution on the face of God's green 
earth that is left that cares any- 
thing at all about the souls of 
men and that is the church of the 


o 


Lord Jesus Christ, that  blood- 
bought body. Oh, I telN you, if 
ever we needed to be compas- 


sionate toward the souls of men, 
we need to be today. 


During the war I read an 
article which was taken from the 
diary of a Japanese medical 
officer on the Island of Attu. He 
began to see that the battle was 
going the wrong way. Seeing that 
in that particular group there was 
evident defeat and that it was not 
likely that victory was going to 
come, at least at that particular 
juncture, he took hand grenades 
and went into the hospital that 
was his responsibility. He handed 
out these hand grenades to each 
man, told them to hold the 
grenade against their stomach. 
Then they began to go off, and 
every single man in that hospital 
was blasted out into eternity in 
a ghastly manner. A short time 
after that he went back a little 
farther behind the lines to another 
makeshift hospital and did the 
very same thing. Then he con- 
cluded the murderous orgy by 
taking his own life the same way. 
Seemingly, that man had abso- 
lutely na feeling. Seemingly, his 
heart was absolutely leaden 
dead. We do not understand 
he could do it. 


Oh, beloved, listen: you and 
I have a responsibility to the lost 
world about us, and though we 
may not deliberately blast men 
out into a Christless’ eternity, 
yet by our woeful indifference, by 
our lackadaisical attitude, some 
of us are guilty of taking men 
who are in the very hospital of 
sin, and allowing them to blast 
themselves out into eternity be- 
cause we do not feel the compas- 
sion and the burning, yearning 
love for them that Jesus Christ 
meant us to have. A Christian 
should be uniquely identified by 
the spirit of compassion. Not 
only that, but I believe the world 
that is all about us should feel 
somehow the burning, yearning, 
longing in the heart of a Chris- 
tian for the soul. 


The Meaning of Compassion 

Now the word compassion, as 
I said a little while ago, is a 
wonderful word. The word com 
means with; the word passion, 
as you well know, means te 
suffer, Putting the two together, 
it means to suffer with, or it 
means to get underneath the load. 
It means to desire yearningly and 
passionately to share the suffer- 
ing of someone else. More than 
that, it means to take that suf- 
fering, if you can, into your own 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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body, into your own soul. 

There are times, 1 believe, in 
the lives of everyone of us when 
we have this experience in the 
When a 
mother bends over the body of 


secular world, loving 
her twisting, tossing child in a 
fever, when that mother wishes 
that she could take the suffering 
ef that child in her own body if 
only to give that child relief, that 
mother is moved with compassion. 
I do not 


minister but has had the experi- 


suppose there is 4a 


ence of sitting beside a bereaved 
loved one who has just had the 
dearest treasure of her heart 
taken on to be with God. And 


oh, there is a loneliness un- 


speakable! Sometimes we have 
tried with words to express our 
Solace, our understanding, our 
sympathy, but words have failed 
us. And when we. reach the 
place where we just wish there 
were some way we could just 
take a little of the grief and bear 
it; if we could just somehow 
share it, that is when we =e are 
moved with compassion in that 
sense. 

Oh, compassion in the highest 
sense, compassion in the most 
exalted sense, compassion in the 
supreme sense, is when a man is 
so filled, so flooded, so enveloped, 
so magnificently obsessed with 
the love of the- Lord Jesus 
Christ for the souls of men, that 
when he sees men and women in 
a night of unfaith, when he sees 
them in the tragedy of their in- 
complete souls, when he_ sees 
them enmeshed and entangled in 
the down dragging tendencies of 
the sins of this old world, and 
when he desires, yea, even to the 
point of death, that somehow he 
might be used, that somehow by 
some ~word he might say, that 
somehow by some ministry that 
he might make, he can somehow 
cause those souls to be rescued 
by the Spirit and won to Jesus 
Christ,—that man, that woman, 
that boy, that girl, that preacher 
is moved with compassion, 

You recall that the Word of 
God said that it was when Jesus 
saw the multitudes that He was 
moved with compassion, When 
He saw the multitudes! When 
you think of the multitudes with- 
out God, without Christ, without 
hope; when you see them travel- 
ling to an eternal night, when 
you see them taking a fearful leap 
into the dark; when you see them 
headed inevitably toward destruc- 
tion, and yet seemingly unaware 
as to their plight, and when you 
yearn to give your life to save 
them, that is compassion. 

One time when I was in semi- 
nary, which at that time was 
located in the center, the very 
heart of Philadelphia, I found one 
of my dearest friends, (we roomed 
together) sitting on the curbing 
one day just outside the seminary, 
near Rittenhouse Square. He 
was sobbing and crying as if some 
awful tragedy had come into his 
life. I remember how I sat down 
beside him, and putting my arm 
around him, I said, “Eddie boy, 
what is the matter? Is_ there 
anything EF can do?” Naturally 
I thought that maybe he had re- 
ceived news that something was 
wrong at home or some trouble 
had come on him. I will never 
forget ghat he looked at me with 
tears in his eyes and said, “Jack, 
I am weeping because there are 
s0 many people who are lost! 
There are so many people who are 
lost!” Listen, he wasn’t trying 
to be dramatic. There wasn’t any 
need to be; there was not any 
one around. I realize that that 
kind of sensitiveness is awfully 
rare, but believe you me, God 
burdened that boy’s heart. that 
day, so he was crying because 
somehow God had given him a 
vision of the multitudes without 
Christ who were lost! And oh, 
how we need that kind of a vision 
today! We talk about it so 
much; we preach about it so 
much; we sing about it so much, 
but there is so little evidence of 


the thing in our actual daily 


routine living. 

Machinery Cannot Take the 

Place of Compassion 

Our churches are dry-eyed and 
dead. We must face the truth 
about it. The accent’ upon 
scholarship has caused the fire to 
go out upon the altar, and 
many of God's prophets’ stand 
around the altars where the fires 
have failed, and they are as im- 
potent as the priests of Baal to 
call down the fire of God from 
Heaven. 


We have reached the time when 
we depend upon the machinery 
to do the work. There never was 
a day, never, when Christianity 
was as highly organized as it is 
today. Believe you me, we have 
got it! I can speak about my 
own denomination. We have got 
every kind of a specialist that 
you can think of. We have got 
wheels within wheels that would 
have embarrassed Ezekiel. We 
have got more machinery than I 
have ever seen before in all my 
life. It always reminds me of one 
time when my dad told me that 
there was a fellow on the farm 
where he lived off the coast of 
Nova Scotia there at Prince Ed- 
ward Island and he said he -got 
tired of picking potatoes, so he 
decided that he would build a 
potato picker. You know an 
inventive genius is always a fel- 
low like that, that is lazy. He 
lays under a tree and thinks up 
a better way to do something. 
And that is what he was. Finally 
he announced that he had invent- 
ed a machinery that would pick 
potatoes. My dad _ said_ that 
everybody was so happy. Why, 
that is nasty work, bending down 
picking potatoes. So they all 
came out to see the machine. And 
Dad said it sure was a machine. 
He said it was the most wonder- 
ful looking machine he had ever 
seen. Then he said with eager 
anticipation and intenseness he 
watched the thing start down the 
potato row to demonstrate its 
ability. He said he never heard 
such a clatter, such a din in all 
of his life. He said those belts 
were whipping back and forth. I 
suppose in my language it sound- 
ed like skeletons had fallen on a 
tin roof. He said he never heard 
Such a racket in all of his life. 
He said it went on down, got to 
the end of the line, and when it 
got to the end of the line, Dad 
said they all ran down and 
looked in the dirt. He said there 
were potatoes in there, but they 
were all ready to fry! He said it 
just chopped them up all nice and 
fine. But nobody could deny that 
it was a great machine. It was 
a wonderful machine, but there 
was one thing wrong with it; it 
didn’t do the job. I want to tell 
you, we have great machines to- 
day. We have Christianity or- 
Zanized on the basis we have 
never seen it organized before, 
but the truth is, we are just not 
picking the potatoes. We are 
just not doing the job God wants 
done; and we ought to face it. 

You know, church attendance 
in America reached its peak, ac- 
cording to the Time Magazine, in 
1860, and it has been on the de- 
cline ever since. There never was 
a day, there never was a time 
when we had better equipment to 
do the job that ought to be done, 
but there is no fire, there is no 
Steam, there is not the power 
that is necessary to do the thing 
as God wants it done. 

Instead of accepting the indi- 
vidual responsibility of Christjan- 
ity, all too many of us are ex- 
pecting some organization to do 
the job. “We have made a dis- 
tinction between the clergy and 
the laity, and we have assigned 
each its responsibility. The re- 
sponsibility of the laity is to come 
and tq listen to sermons and go 
home. The responsibility of the 
preachers is to prepare sermons, 
to do what is necessary in the 
way of ministering. Oh, beloved, 
the reason our churches have be- 
come dry-eyed and dead is be- 
cause we have not assumed the 
individual responsibility that each 
one of us has to have—the pas- 
sion of the Lord Jesus Christ for 
the souls of men, Oh, we have 
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steeped in idolatry and he was 
about to make known to them 
“the only true God” and “Jesus 
Christ, whom thou had = sent” 
(John 17:3). They refused to be- 
lieve in the possibility of any res- 
urrection; and he was going to tell 
them of One who died and rose 
again; “Who was delivered for 
our offences and was raised again 
for our justification” (Rom. 4:25). 

But the apostle turned to the 
same source of strength and pow- 
er for courageous witness as ev- 
ery true preacher turns to today 
—the mighty Holy Spirit, and the 
address that follows stands out 
as one of the great utterances of 
apostolic times. 

He opens his subject by refer- 
ring to something that had come 
under his observation during this 
short stay in their city, for as 
though, in spite of all their thou- 
sands of idols, they still felt no 
relief from the burden of sin, and 
still had no satisfying peace in 
their hearts, he had discovered 
an altar inscribed, “To the un- 
known God.” “That very one,” 
says the apostle, “Whom... ye 
ignorantly worship, him deciare I 
unto you” (vs. 23). 

The earlier part of his address 
lies outside the province. of my 
message today, but when he comes 
to the startling words of my text 
he is fnterrupted with shouts of 
derision, and apparently prevent- 
ed from finishing. 

As we concentrate attention 
upon them for a few moments 
now, dear friends, may I ask you 
to notice a number of important 
facts in connection with this Com- 
ing Great Assize. We are remind- 
ed in the first place of: 

1. The Absolute Certainty of 
Coming Judgment. (God 
“Hath Appointe a Day”’) 

I referrea a little while ago to 
a notice I had frequently seen in 
my native town, announcing a 
specific date for the opening of 
the Dorset Assize, upon which 
day the Judge in question would 
sit to hear the various prisoners 
being tried for their offences, 
and to dispense justice in each 
case. But, in the very nature of 
things, there is in all human ar- 
rangements an element of uncer- 
tainty, and many unforeseen and 
serious eventualities could . possi- 
bly arise that would necessitate 
a postponement of, or an altera- 
tion in, the original plans, to 
which such publicity had been 
given. Not so, however, with the 
Great Assize annotinced in the 
words of this text, for the apos- 
tolic herald has declared that the 
day has bcen appointed’ by One 
who is never taken by surprise, 
with whom there are no such 
things as unforeseen emergencies, 
and who never has occasion to 


to get under the burden and the 
responsibility of souls, or we will 
never see that Heaven-sent re- 
vival God wants to give us. 


Lack of Compassion Means 
Lack of Love 

You know the word passion 
means love on fire. That is the 
word passion. It has been con- 
stantly misused and abused, but 
that is its meaning—love on fire! 
And the Lord Jesus Christ, how 
well we know, gave the world the 
meaning of the word in the high- 
er sense. Into that great heart of 
the Lord Jesus was crowded the 
most overwhelming love for the 
lost that the world has ever seen. 
And until that same consciousness 
comes into the life of our church, 
we will never see those holy fires 
of revival burn. 

My, how visible is’ the coldness! 
Lack of real spiritual warmth has 
produced an infantile type of 
Christianity. Our Christians are 
under-nourished and underdevel- 
oped. Feeding on milk for years, 
they are unable io take strong 
meat. Some of them are such babes 
in Christ even after many years, 
that they are unable to feed 
themselves. You know, they tell 
us that the migratory birds drop 
seeds as they fly across the Arc- 
tic, drop the very same _ seeds 
that they later drop in the tropics. 
When they drop those seeds in 
the Arctic, nothing happens to 
them. When they drop _ those 
seeds in the tropics, the crop 
that comes up is abundant, pro- 
fuse. It is also true that a 
Christian’s glow is only possible 
(Continued on Page 8) 


revise His plans. There is a day 
in the calendar of Heaven, my un- 
converted hearer, “when God 
shall judge the secrets of men by 
Jesus Christ according to my £0s- 
pel” (Rom. 2:16), and no power\in 
earth, or Heaven, or Hell, ~can 
possibly alter or amend the di- 
vine programme. In spite of the 
disinclination of the sinner to ac- 
cept this solemn fact, in spite of 
the widespread conspiracy to ex- 
clude this unpopular doctrine from 
the twentieth century pulpit, the 
unwelcome truth remains that in 
the purposes of God, a day has 
been set apart for the inevitable 
and unavoidable arraignment of 
the sinner before the bar of eter- 
nal justice. 

The story has been told of a 
vessel named the Thetis which 
cruised in the Mediterranean in 
search-of a hidden shoal said to 
exist beneath the treacherous 
waters, and which constituted a 
perpetual danger to shipping. The 
search proved to be fruitless, and 
the captain abandoned the enter- 
prise, declaring the reported dan- 
ger to be non-existent. An offi- 
cer on board, however, who had 
formed a different opinion, went 
out later to the same latitude and 
longitude, and succeeded in dis- 
covering a reef, which was duly 
inserted in the charts. 

The captain who made the or- 
iginal search, on hearing of the 
discovery, refused to believe it, 
and in a moment of incredulous 
obstinacy, exclaimed, “If ever I 
have the keel of the Thetis under 
me again in those waters, if I 
don’t carry her clean over the 
spot where the chart marks a 
rock, call me a liar and no sea- 
man.” 

Two years afterwards he was 
conveying the British ambassador 
to Naples, in the same vessel, and 
deliberately resolved to sail over 
the spot where the’ sunken rock 
was marked on the chart. Ac- 
quainting the passengers with the 
story, he said, “Within five min- 
utes we shall have crossed the 
spot.” Glancing at his watch as 
the minutes fled, he said trium- 
phantly, “The time is past; we 
have gone over that wonderful 
reef.”” But his triumph was short- 
lived, for presently .a_. grating 
sound was felt on the ship’s keel 
——then a sudden shock, and. fi- 
nally a tremendous crash, and 
the ship was completely wrecked. 
As a result of tremendous exer- 
tions, most of the others... were 
saved, but the captain, refusing 
to survive his own mad action, 
went down with the Thetis—a 


victim of unbelief and reckless 
disregard of danger. 
There are countless numbers 


today who are treating the fact 
of coming judgment in the same 
unbelieving mariner, but, whatever 
sinful men may have to think or 
Say about it, the divine chart has 
plainly shown this § unalterable 
fixture—the coming Great Assize, 
and I would warn you once again 
not to make shipwreck of your 
soul for all eternity by persist- 
ing in the folly of unbelief, when 
God Himself has spoken, for if 
you appear before that awful tri- 
bunal, uncleansed from sin, you 
will indeed find it to be “a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God” (Heb. 10:31). 

But you will notice that my 
text also speaks of: 


2. The Universal Extent of 
Coming Judgment. (“He Will 
Judge the World’) 

The earthly Assize court that I 
have borrowed for the purpose of 


illustration is of necessity limited 
in the scope of its jurisdiction; it 
can only deal with a comparative- 
ly small proportion of the nation’s 
offenders, and is generally con- 
fined to crimes that have taken 
place in its own locality. As a 
result, people in other parts of 
the country are not greatly con- 
cerned at the announcement of a 
County Assize; in fact a consid- 
erable proportion of even local in- 
habitants are scarcely aware that 
a court is being held until the fan- 
fare of trumpets announces the 
arrival of the judge. But none 
can afford to remain in ignorance 
or apathy where the Supreme 
Tribunal of my text is concerned, 
for every unsaved person will be 
involved in that universal trial, 
when “the dead, small and great, 
stand before God” (Rev. 20:12), 
and they are “judged every man 
according to their works” (Rev. 
20:13). 

Let not any think they may 
perchance escape the inevitable 
doom of all who reject the offer 
of God’s mercy made known in 
the gospel, for it will be impossi- 
ble for any Christ-rejector’ to 
evade inclusion in the Charge-list 
of the Great White Throne. 

It is related that a German 
countess, when realizing that she 
was ‘nearing her end, gave orders 
that her grave was to be covered 
with a solid slab of granite, that 
around it should be placed square 
blocks of stone, and that the 
whole should be fastened together 
by strong iron clasps. On the 
stone, by her express command, 
was to be inscribed these words: 
“This burial place, purchased to 
all eternity, must never be open- 
ed.”’ 

One is left to infer that by this 
foolish action she vainly imagined 
it would be possible to avoid an 
appearance at the Great Assize. 
But, as though God must have 
smiled at such a puny effort of 
sceptical defiance, He caused a 
little beech-seed, carried perhaps 
by the wind, to find its way into 
the foundation. Here, with the 
powerful life-principle within it, 
the little seed began to expand 
and grow, until eventually it forc- 
ed the massive stones from their 
foundation, and burst the iron 
clasps asunder, and, developing in- 
to a tree, it demonstrated to all 
who visited that place the folly 
of all attempts to evade a future 
judgment, —. wi 

But even had the massive struc- 
ture remained undisturbed for 
centuries, the time must _ulti- 
mately come when even the scep- 
tical countess will bé raised te 
take her place with every unfor- 
given sinner in the world at that 
august Assize: “Marvel “net at 
this,” said Jesus, “for the heur is 
coming, in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice, 
And shall come forth” (John 5: 
28, 29). 

I beseech you, dear friends, to 
no longer remain unconcerned or 
indifferent to the proclamation of 
my text, for it is quite evident 
that it is a matter that vitally 
affects every unconverted soul, 
who must, of necessity, be includ- 
ed in a judgment that is so univer- 
sal in its extent. 

It is important for us to notice 
also in connection with this sol- 
emn theme: 


3. The Unerring Justice of 
Coming Judgment. (“He Will 
Judge ... in Righteousness” ) 
I have the greatest personal 
admiration for the impartial jus- 
tice of the English Courts, , and 
am persuaded that in no other 
country in the world is a prisoner 
assured of a greater measure of 
(Continued on. Page 5). ss 
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righteous dealing than in my na- 
tive land. It will not therefore 
be construed as any reflection 
upon the lofty standards of Brit- 
ish law when I confess my fear 
that in the annals of our history 
many an innocent person has re- 
ceived an unjust sentence, and 
many a guilty person has man- 
aged to evade the punishment 
they richly deserved. 


It will, of course, be realized that, 
in the very nature of things, this 
is inevitable, for no earthly judge, 
however keen his insight into 
human nature, or however varied 
his knowledge of the indications 
of guilt, is able to guarantee that 
every circumstance of motive, 
thought and temptation, shall re- 
ceive an absolutely righteous con- 
sideration. He has no power to 
tell the thoughts anq intentions 
of the prisoner in connection with 
his crime, and hence must be guid- 
ed entirely by either circumstan- 
tial evidence or the testimony of 
others, ‘which may, or may not, 
be true, 


But when the sinner stands be- 
fore the Great White Throne at 
that coming Assize of which we 
now speak, he or she will be facing 
One of whom it is written: “Thou 
knowest my downsitting and mine 
uprising, thou understandest my 
thought afar off. Thou com- 
passest my path and my lying 
down, and art acquainted with all 
my ways. For there is not a 
word in my tongue, but, lo, O 
Lord, thou knowest it altogether.” 
(Psa, 139:2-4), 


There is nothing more certain 
. than the fact, in that final sentence 
of banishment from His presence 
forevermore, He will be acting in 
perfect justice towards those who, 
in this, the day of His grace, re- 
fuseq to accept the salvation so 
freely provided, 

Even though my text had not 
expressly stated that the basis of 
God’s future judgment of the 
world was to be “in righteous- 
ness,” I know that no sentence 
passed upon the sinner could pos- 
sibly be inconsistent with perfect 
justice, upon which His throne is 
established, for “Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right?” 
*(Gen. 18:25). 


But perhaps the most astound-. 


ing thing in the whole of. this 
‘arresting declaration of _ the 


apostle iS when we read the name. 


of: 


__4..The Appointed Administra- 


tor of Coming Judgment. 
(“That Man Whom He 
Hath Ordained’’ ) 


I suppose one of the first things 
that a prisoner is anxious to dis- 
cover is the identity of the judge 
who will be officiating at his trial, 
end the very mention of a certain 
name will perhaps bring with it a 
chill foreboding of a heavy and 
merciless sentence for the particu- 
lar crime of which that prisoner 
is guilty. On the other hand, it 
may be that the knowledge that 
another judge is to administer the 
law at this particular Assize will 
create a fresh sense of hope in the 
prisoner’s heart, for he has heard, 
maybe, of that man’s reputation 
for tempering justice with mercy. 
To the man or woman who will 
have to stand their trial when the 
day of the Assize arrives, so much 
depends on the character and repu- 
tation of the Judge who will handle 
their case, and the knowledge of 
his name beforehand would make 
all the difference as whether they 
approached that fateful day with 
feelings of hope or apprehension. 

Our text, dear friends, as you 
will see, leaves us in no doubt or 
uncertainty as to the One who will 
pass judgment upon the unsaved in 
that great day. He is none other 
than the One who is now presented 
as the Saviour, but who in that 
day will take His position as 
Judge—“For the Father judgeth 
no man,” said Jesus, “but hath 
committed all judgment unto the 
Son.” (John 5:22). “For as the 
Father hath life in himself, so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in 
himself, and hath given him au- 
thority to execute judgment also, 
because he is the Son of man” 
(John 5:26, 27). 

The remarkable change of posi- 
tion herein fortold is strikingly 
illustrated by the story of a lady 
who had a very important law 


suit on hand, for which she needed 
the services of an advocate. She 
was strongly urged to secure the 
help of a very eminent and well- 
known lawyer, but she could not 
make up her mind to entrust her 
case to anyone. Time passed on, 
and at last she was compelled to 
take steps to secure an advocate, 
and called upon the great lawyer 
who had been mentioned to her. 
He listened whilst she expressed 
her wish to engage his help, but 
in a few minutes he said with 
grave face; “Madam, you are too 
late. Had you come to me before, 
I would gladly have been your 
advocate’ Blut now I have been 
called to the bench, and am a 
judge, and all I can do is to pass 
judgment upon your case.” 

I come to you today, dear 
friends, and urge you to entrust 
your case to the Lord Jesus Christ 
who ever pleads the merits of His 
precious blood on behalf of those 
who receive Him as their Saviour 
and Advocate, for the day is com- 
ing on apace when He will be the 
Judge of sinners, and must pass 
sentence upon them. Now, a 
Saviour—then, a Judge. 

And because of the unborn 
scepticism of the human heart, the 
announcement of the _ future 
Judge’s name is closely followed 
by: 


5. The Convincing Proof of 
Coming Judgment. (‘‘He Hath 
Given Assurance Unto All 
Men, in That He Hath Raised 
Him From the Dead” ) 

When an earthly = auihority 
makes an appointment of the na- 
ture we have just been describing, 
there is no attempt to furnish 
some additional proof of their in- 
tention to carry their contemplated 
trial into effect. The bare an- 
nouncement is considered _ suf- 
ficient, and on this alone we find 
men act, and every court official, 
every member of the police force 
required for duty, every repre- 
sentative of the press and every 
juryman summoned to serve, are 
all in attendance at the given 
time, 


But so incredibly sceptical is the 
Sin-warped nature of man, that 
God has deigned to provide him 
with an overwhelming proof of 
His intention to “judge the world 
‘in righteousness by that man 
‘Whom he hath ordained,” and as 
a definite and unmistakable pledge 
to forewarn men of their danger, 
He points them to the resurrection 
of His Son as convincing proof of 
that coming Great Assize, 

In a fishing village on the Scot- 
tish coast,, a barometer was 
erected by public subscription 
where the fishermen might con- 
sult it. A group of these men, who 
were preparing for sea, found that 
the glass stood at “Stormy,” while 
the sky was fair. They concluded 
that it had gone wrong, and was 
in need of repair. So they went 
to sea. with the exception of one 
boat, whose skipper said, “Men, 
we'll go by the glass.” Not long 
after the men had left, the sea was 
a raging inferno and no less than 
three boats were completely 
swamped. 

Men and women, listen to the 
message of my text. Like the 
barometer, it tells you of a coming 
storm, and whilst the “liberal” 
theologian may decide that the 
“Old Book” is at fault, and needs 
a revision of its teaching on the 
subject of future punishment for 
sin, I would call you to heed its 
solemn words. Lifting my Bible 
high before you, I say with all the 
conviction of my being: “I'll go by 
the glass.” God help you to the 
same decision. 

That He is desirous of your sal- 
vation and anxious for you to 
aveid an appearance at that Great 
Assize, is shown by that fact that 
one of the first things we meet 
with in this startling text is: 


6. The Heaven-Sent Warning 
of Coming Judgment. (‘God 
Now Commandeth All Men 
Everywhere to Repent, Be- 
cause ... He Will Judge” ) 
Once a man has been arrested 
for an offense against the laws of 
the realms it is useless to warn 
him of a future Court of Assize 
and to urge him to take immediate 
steps to prevent having to stand 
for trial—-the very fact that a 
crime has been committed makes 


it certain that he must have the 
matter tried, and before a court 
of some kind he must, of necessity, 
appear, 

in vain would a prisoner pro- 
lest that he fully incended never 
to become guilty of the same of- 
fense again—that resoive does not 
Salisfy the law in respect of the 
crime for which he is alreaay re- 
sponsible, and it is therefore too 


late in the day to issue any 
further warning. 
But because it is gloriously 


possible for the simner cto escape 
an appearance at the Great White 
inrone, with its final sentence of 
banishment, even though his guilt 
is already established, my text 
opens with a clarion call to re- 
pentance—a cail which is couched 
in the language of command. 
This command to the sinner is 
all the more arrestuiig by reason 
of its. marked contrasc to the gen- 
eral atiitude of God towaras the 
guilly, as unfolded in the Sciip- 


tures. We catch a Vision, as we 
turn to the sacred page, ot One 
who _ stands with outstretched 


hands, tenderly pleading with the 
sinner in tones of compassionate 
invitation. Isaiah, the evangelical 
prophet, interprets this attitude 
for us as he writes: “Let the wick- 
ed forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts: and 
let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him: and 
to our God, for he _ will abun- 
dantly pardon” (Isa. 55:7). The 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself becomes 
the living incarnation of this at- 
titude of God toward the sinner 
as He throws wide His inviting 
arms and says, “Come unto me, 
all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest” 
(Matt 11:28), 

In short, the substitution of one 
letter reveals the striking con- 
trast. Hitherto “God commendeth 
his love toward us” (Rom. 5:8) but 
in the light of the future Great 
Assize “God . . . commandeth all 
men every where to repent” (Act 
17:30). 

It is said that Alexander the 
Great, in the course of one of his 
campaigns, had issued an order, 
after a heavy engagement with the 
enemy, that all lights were to be 
extinguished in the camp that 
night to avoid making known their 
whereabouts to any enemy re- 
inforcements that might be in the 
vicinity. 

Going the rounds of the camp 
jate that night to see if his order 
had been observed, he noticed a 
light in the tent of-one of -his 
officers anq strode across to find 
out the offender. 

He discovered a young subaltern 
in the act of wricing a _ ,letter. 
Overcome with shame and dismay 
at the appearance of the great 
Commander, the ofiicer trieq to 
explain that he had only recentiy 
been married, and was writing to 
assure his young wife of his 
safety, after a particularly serious 
encounter with the enemy. 

“Then finish your letter,” said 
the great soldier, ‘and add this 
postscript: ‘I am to be executed at 
dawn for disobeying orders’.” If 
such a severe penalty was the 
result of disobedience to the word 
of earthly authority, is it any 
wonder that we can only disobey 
the command of the eternal God 
at the peril of our soul? 

I do not speak of coming judg- 
ment, dear friends, because I have 


any pleasure in such a_ solemn 
subject, but because I would 
utterly fail in my calling as a 


preacher ‘did I not bring before 
you the danger that exists. I do 
not accept the doctrine of eternal 

punishment because it affords mo 
any measure of satisfaction, but 

because I cannot alter the stern 

fact of its reality. 

The Heaven-sent warning of my | 
text is not to be construed as an 
angry threat, but as a mercicul 
appeal from the God of love to 
avoid eternal danger. 

And now, dear friends, I come 
to the part of my message that I 
trust every soul in my audience is 
waiting for, and I would tell you 
with glad heart of: 


7. The Perfect Safeguard 

From Coming Judgment 

If there is no possibility of 
avoiding an appearance at the 
Great White Throne; if there is 
no way of deliverance from the 
penalty of our sin, then all I have 
already said on this subject can 


——————— 


but mock the helplessness of your 
despair, 

But, blessed be God, I am here 
o tell you there is a way of es- 
cape, and only one way, and in 
that fact lies the unique message 
of the gospel. 

When our sin had brought us 
under the penalty of a broken 
law; when sentence of death was 
passed upon all who had “sinned 
and come short of the glory of 
God” (Rom. 3:23), then it was 
that God's own Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, voluntarily undertook to 
come down to earth and, taking 
upon Himself the load of human 
guilt, bore in His own blessed per- 
son the wrath of a sin-hating God. 
And so He died, “the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to 
God” (I Peter 3:18); and because 
He thus died in the sinner’s stead 
we now may say: 

Bearing shame and scoffing 

rude 
In my place condemned He 


stood, 
Sealed my pardon with His 
Blood 
Hallelujah! What a Saviour! 
I have read of two men in 


America who had been brought up 
together. One steadily rose from 
position to position, whilst the 
other went as steadily in the op- 
posite direction, from’ bad to 
worse. The one eventually became 
a judge, and his former friend and 
companion a criminal at his bar. 
Their original connection was well- 
known, and the court was crowded 
with people curious to see how the 


judge would treat his former 
associate... The case was very 
carefully investigated, and _ the 


jury returned a verdict of “Guilty,” 
whereupon the judge inflicted the 
heaviest fine possible, or an 
alternative of imprisonment. 
People who thought of their early 
days together were taken com- 
pletely by surprise at this action, 
but the case was not ended. Hav- 
ing pronounced the sentence, as 
justice compelled him to do, the 
judge stepped down from _ the 
bench, and, coming to the dock 
where the criminal] was, said: “I 
remember those early days when 
we were friends together. I have 
come down to pay the heavy fine 
I have been forced to inflict; the 
prisoner may go free.” 

The illustration fails, of course, 
in its comparison, for it was an 
easy matter for the judge to pay 
that fine, but in order that we 
might escape the punishment due 
to our sin, and avoid that great 
tribunal from which men and 
women will be -sentenced~- to 
eternal death, it was necessary for 
our Substitute to bear our sins “in 
His own Body on the tree” (1 Pet. 
2:24), and for God to lay “on him 
the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6). 

Such was the greatness of His 
love, however, that He willingly 
endured the utmost penalty of an 
outraged throne, and now in 
golden letters we may read the 
glorious news that “He that hear- 
eth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation; but’ is passed 
from death ywnto life” (John 5:24). 

May I ask you to notice, in 
closing, that there were’ three 
classes of people in Paul’s audi- 
ence On Mar's Hill on this memora- 
ble occasion, when he warned them 
of the coming Great Assize. 


We read that there were: 


1. Deriders, (“some mocked’’) 
The mention of judgment and 
resurrection provoked a portion of 
his hearers to an _ outburst of 
derisive laughter. 

2. Delayers. (“others said, ‘We 
will hear thee again of this mat- 
ter’.”) While not disposed to treat 
the apostle’s message too seriously, 
they were not averge to his giving 


them another discourse at some 
future date. 

3. Deciders. (“Howbeit certain 
men clave unto him, and  be- 
lieved.”’) God's seal of attestation 
rested on the faithful presentation 
of the gospel, and a member of 
the very Court of Athens itself is 
brought to see himself a prisoner 
before a higher bar and confess 
his guilt and need. In addition to 
Dionysius the Areopagite, is 
singled out for special mention a 
woman named Damaris, as two 
who that day claimed Christ as 
Saviour rather than meet Him as 
Judge. The little phrase with 
which the chapter closes, “and 
others with them” tells of an in- 
definite number who entered into 
like blessing through the message 
of the apostle that day. 


There has been little change in 
the attitude of the human heart 
down the ages since that day, for 
we find the same three elements 
abroad in the world at the present 
time, and if we narrow down the 
scope of our remarks to _ the 
present company, every one of us 
must take our stand in one of the 
three groups mentioned. 


I cannot think that any present 
today belong to the first class of 
hearers, those who deride sacred 
things and treat God’s message 
with contempt. The very fact 
that you are here in a gospel meet- 
ing indicates some measures of 
interest in, and respect for, the 
things that are eternal. 


if they were honest, would have 
to take their place in the second 
group, for, although they fully 
intend obeying the message of the 
gospel and receiving Christ as 
their Saviour, they are always 
postponing the all-important de- 
cision, forgetting that ‘“there’s 
danger and death in delay.” 

I would to God I could rest as- 
sured that every one of you be- 
longed to the third class of 
hearers, those who have definitely 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ 
for salvation. 

If you are conscious that you 
do not belong to such a company, 
may He give you deciding grace 
here and now, as you contemplate 
that day of the great Assize. 

Then will the Judge descend, 
Then must the dead arise, 
And not a single soul escape 
His all-discerning eyes. 
How will the sinner stand 

The terrors of that day, 
When Earth and Heaven, be- 
fore God's face, « 
Astonished, flee away? 
But ere the trumpet shakes 
The mansions of the dead, 
Hark! from the Gospel’s gentle 
voice 
What joyful tidings spread? 

O sinner, seek His grace, 

Where wrath thou cans’t 
not bear; 

Flee to the 

cross 
And find salvation there! 

(Reprinted from the book, I 
HAVE A MESSAGE, by Evan- 
gelist Leslie Greening. Obtainable 
for 50c from Pickering and Inglis 
Ltd., 229 Bothwell St., Glasgow, 
Scotland, ) 
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Are Christians Ever Sinless? 


(Continued from Page 1) 


cussion very carefully. Take 
time to search the Scriptures and 
gee whether these things be true. 
Above all, have a humble, con- 
trite heart. Lay aside all boast- 
ing and all self-righteousness and 
let God's Spirit show you His 
truth as you read. 

The following is what I wrote 
the dear sister who believes she 
was sinless and who wrote con- 
demning me: 

Dear Mrs. 5S 

Thank you for writing me Jan- 


uary 9. I know you mean well 
by it and so I write you as a 
sister in Christ. You are wrong 


about many things, but I believe 
that you are saved, are my sister 
in Christ, love the Lord, and I 
am glad to write you. 


To Falsely Accuse Others Is 


Not Holiness Nor Good 
t 


First, let me say that I am cer- 
tainly as much concerned about 
holiness of life as you are. I 
have no doubt that I spend at 
least as much time in prayer as 
you do, that I read the Bible at 
least as much as you, that I am 
just as clean and devoted in my 
life as you are. And God is my 
witness that everywhere I go and 
preach, people turn from sin, give 
up filthy habits and worldly 
amusements, confess and forsake 
known evils in their lives, start 
family altar, make restitution, be- 
come reconciled to their enemies. 
So when you suppose that I en- 
courage Christians to sin, you are 
going contrary to the facta and 
speak out of your lack of know!l- 
edge. I suggest that you com- 
pare my ministry for its results 
in cleaning up Christians and in 
getting sinners to forsake their 
sins, with the ministry of any 
Church of God preacher or holi- 
ness preacher who believes as you 
do. If you want to understand 
this question, then do not cloud 
the issue by accusing good Chris- 
tian people of being for sin and 
encouraging sin. 

A Contrite Heart Is the First 
Evidence of Holmess 

Second, I think that it is only 
fair to say that the evidence is 
I am more anxious to be holy and 
sanctified and good than anybody 
is who does not daily confess his 
sins. Jesus plainly said that 
Christians should pray in the daily 
Lord's prayer, “And forgive us 
our sins’ (Luke 11:4). People, 
who, instead of confessing their 
Sins, say, “No, I don’t have any 
sins,’ are not doing what Jesus 
said do and are not showing the 
humble, earnest concern about 
sin that they ought to show. One 
of the very first evidences of sin- 
cere holiness of heart is a humil- 
ity that makes one condemn self 
instead of boasting. For exam- 
ple, you canmot find one charac- 
ter in the Bible who claimed that 
he never sinned. Paul, when he 
was an unconverted Pharisee, 
lived, he said, blameless concern- 
ing the ceremonial law. But 
after he was saved, Paul plainly 
said: “For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth 
no good thing: for to will is pres- 
ent with me; but how to perform 
that which is good I find not. 
For the good I would I do not: 
but the evil which I would not, 
that I do” (Rom. 7:18, 19). Then 
in Philippians 3:12 Paul said, “Not 
as though I had already attain- 
ed, either were already perfect: 
but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I 
am apprehended of Christ Jesus,” 
and this was long after Paul was 
filled with the Holy Ghost as told 
in Acts 9:17. Only Christ claim- 
ed to be perfect. No one has the 
true humility and true under- 
standing of Bible holiness and 
sanctification who boasts of being 
above sin. 

I could explain every Scripture 
you mentioned and show you what 
it really means so you would 
understand it, but I doubt 
if your heart is open to that. My 
secretary said when I started te 
answer your letter, “Brother Rice, 
I always fee] that such people are 
hopeless.”” What she means is 
that we have found by long ex- 
perience that people who think so 
well of themselves are not willing 
to read any Scriptures even ex- 
cept those they think will bolster 
their own cause. They are glad 
to attack and accuse other Chris- 
tians whom they do not even 


—— 


ee 


know and charge them with lov- 
ing sin and living in sin. A hum- 
ble, Christ-like spirit loves oth- 
ers, “thinketh no evil,” as the 
Scripture says, “vaunteth not it- 
self, is not puffed up.” 


You write me, saying “When 
the Holy Ghost comes, it sancti- 
fies us.”” Thank God, I know that 
the blessed Holy Spirit lives in my 
body and I have felt His mighty 
anointing and power throug] many 
years. And I never call the Holy 
Spirit “it.” I cannot believe that 
any one knows Him as well as I 
know Him who calls the Holy 
Spirit an “it.” You said, “Please 
read the sixth chapter of Ro- 
mans,” taking for granted that I 
do not know what is in the sixth 
chapter of Romans. Can't you 
see how honest, unselfish Chris- 
tions who love other Christians, 
who love God and who live holy 
lives must feel suspicious of your 
self-satisfied kind of holiness? I 
believe that you are a good Chris- 
tian woman and that you mean 
well, but you are evidently only 
a child in the faith and you are 
presumptuous in trying to teach 
others. 


If a Christian Cannot Sin, 
Why Does He Need to Be 
“Sanctified” ? 

Now some questions about the 
Scriptures you mention. I won- 
der if you are interested enough 
in the truth and humble enough 
in heart to study them prayer- 
fully? Do you really know all 
about them or do you want to 
know more? 

First Thessalonians 5:22, 23, 
“Abstain from all appearance of 
evil. And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly.” Then you 
call attention to the fact that it 
is written to “the brethren.” Now 
if these Christians in the church 
at Thessalonica were already 
saved but needed to be sanctified, 
it is quite clear that Christians 
do sin, is it not? They were 
Saved, were “brethren” and yet 
had not been wholly sanctified. 

But compare ‘that with I John 
3:6, “Whosoever abideth in him 
sinneth not: whosoever sinneth 
hath not seen him, neither known 
him.” There is an apparent con- 
tradiction between I Thessalonians 
59:22 and I John 3:6. But the 
contradiction which you make 
there is only apparent. Actually 
what I John 3:6 is saying is that 
a Christian has two natures. That 
part of a man which sins is the 


fleshly nature which is not yet 
saved, not yet changed in this 
life. Verse 9 says the same 


thing: “Whosoever is born of God 
doth not commit sin; for his seed 
remaineth im him: and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God.” 
It is certain that God is here 
talking about the new nature, the 
seed of God that is in a Chris- 
tian. This Scripture not only 
says that the man he is talking 
about does not sin, but says that 
he “cannot sin, because he is born 
of God.” You certainly do not 
say that you cannot sin. No ex- 
perience of so-called sanctifica- 
tion makes any Christian so he 
cannot sin in the fleshly nature. 
But the born again part, the new 
will, the new nature, does not sin, 
cannot sin. 

Why do you talk about a 
second work of grace if the first 


work of grace would make you 
perfect so you cannot sin? You 
see you have wholly misunderstood 
both salvation and sanctification. 

Sanctification in the _ Bible 
means a setting apart for God. 
It does not mean sinless perfection, 
and no Bible Christians ever 
claimed to be sinless and perfect. 
It is true that I Peter 1:16 says, 
“Because it is written, Be ye holy; 
for I am holy.” It is true that 
Jesus said in Matthew 5:48, “Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is 
perfect.” God sets for us a 
perfect standard, and that is right. 
But any man would certainly be 
a fool to say that he is perfect 
as God is perfect. 

An humble heart, honestly con- 
fessing your faults day by day 
before God, and some years of 
contrite, earnest Bible study would 
help you to understand this matter 
better. 


The Difference Between 
Christians and Unsaved 
Sinners—the New Birth 
You say, “If you believe Chris- 
tians sin, what is the difference 
in Christians and sinners?” That 
is a good question. It shows that 
you do not understand what sal- 
vation means at all. You make 
the same mistake that all the 
Pharisees made in the time of 
Christ. They thought they were 
good and dig not need to repent. 
Many others today think that just 
to live a good life makes ome a 
Christian, but how far that is 
from the Bible teaching! Did you 
ever hear of being born again? 
That is the difference between a 
lost sinner and a frail, weak child 
of God who is a sinner and does 
not deserve salvation but has it 
by God’s mercy. A Christian is a 


Christian, not because he lives a} 


certain way but because he has 
a new heart and is born again, has 
a.new nature. The difference is 
not that the Christian never sins 
but that now he has a nature that 
does not want to sin. The differ- 
ence is inward. It does not al- 
ways show outwardly as much as 
it ought. But in the Christian 
there is now a new person who is 
born of God and cannot sin because 
God’s seed remains in him and he 
cannot sin because be is born of 
God. That is the new nature 
which every born again Christian 
really has. I wonder, do you have 
this new nature? Are you de- 
pending on your good works to get 
you to Heaven or are you depend- 
ing on the bloog of Christ, shed for 
poor sinners who deserve to go to 
Hell? I warn you that it is ter- 
ribly dangerous te depend on self- 
righteousness. Nobody ever got 
to Heaven by deserving it, by liv- 
ing right, by so-called holiness. 
The only people who ever get to 
Heaven are those who confess 
themselves to be poor, undone 
sinners, unworthy of salvation but 
depending on Jesus Christ who 
died to save sinners. 

Why would anybody want to 
take the glory away from Christ 
aud take it for themselves and 
depend on their own righteous- 
ness? 

I thank God that all your 
threats cannot disturb me because 
I have known for many years that 
my own heart is wicked, and I can- 
not trust it. To tell me that I do not 
deserve salvation is to tell me 
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nothing new. I have long known 
that the only chance for sinners is 
the mercy of God who saves sin- 
ners who trust Him and gives 
them new life in Chirst by the 
miracle of regeneration. And, 
thank God, I have been born again, 
God’s Spirit does dwell in my 
body, I know I am His saved 
child. I have the evidence every day 
in that my heart wants to do 
right, I hate sin and I love God's 
people. 
What Is Sin? 


Dear friend ,you are very well 
Satisfied with yourself; you glory 
in thinking that you do not sin. 
You never do what Jesus com- 
manded all Christians to do, that 
is, to confess your sin daily. You 
do not pray daily as Jesus taught 
us, “And forgive us our Sins; for 
we also forgive every one that is 
indebteg to us.” (Luke 11:4). But 
the only reason that you do not 
feel you Sin is that you do not 
know the Bible teaching on this 
question. You sin every day and 
you ought to hate it and confess 
it instead of being smug and com- 
placent. The following Scriptures 
Wilkemake it clear that many 
things are sin which you do not 
count sin, 


1. “Therefore to him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
 not,, to him it is sin” (James 
4:17). Anything you knew to do 
and diq not do, it was a sin. If 
youe did not read your Bible as 
much aS you knew would be good 
for you, then it was asin. If you 
did not talk te some soul who 
needed Christ when you knew it 
was right and proper, then it was 
a sin. Anything you knew was 
right to do and you didn’t do, that 
was a sin. That is a kind of per- 
fection that I do not believe you 
have. I believe I am a'‘better man 
to face that fact honestly and 
confess it than to try to de- 
ceive people by claiming that I 
never let anything slip, never for- 
got to do anything that I knew 
iwas right or intended to do, never 
omitted anything that was good. 
I believe I am a holier man for 
seeing that and being sorry for it 
than to be brazen and deny it. 

2. “Whatsoever is not of faith 
is sin” (Rom. 14:28). Any slight- 
est worry is not of faith, so it is 
isin. Any time you did anything 
you did not have full assurance of 
heart about, faith that you were 
in the will of God, it was sin. Any 
time you have ever failed in trust- 
ing God, it was a sin. The sin of 
unbelief is “the sin which doth so 
easily beset us” of Hebrews 12:1. 
How often I have had to confess 
my weak faith, even as the dis- 
ciples prayed, “Lord increase our 
faith’ (Luke 17:5). Who can say 
honestly that he is without sin in 
this matter? I cannot. And I 
\believe I am a better Christian to 
face it honestly and lament it and 
set out to grow in faith ang grace 
than to deny it and claim to be 
sinless, for “whatsoever is not of 
faith is sin.” 

3. “For the 
death”’ 


wages of sim is 
(Rom. 6:23). Now if we 


will just wait a few years we will 
find out whether you are a sinner 
or not by whether you die 
or not! Death is a mark of sin. 
The angels are sinless and there- 
fore they are never sick; they 
never die. They never have 
dandruff, nor athiete’s foot, nor 
decayed teeth . Their hair is never 
gray. If you were as holy and 
sinless as the angels, you too 
would never die, for death is 
simply the wages of sin. The only 
way Jesus the sinless One could 
die, was be taking on Him our 
sin. Death proves sin. 

4. “The thought of foolishness 
is sim” (Prov. 24:9). Do you 
never have a foolish thought? Do 
you never think of foolishness? 


Who is there so bold and arrogant ~ 


as to say he never has a foolish 
thought? I cannot honestly say 
it. And I believe I am a better 
Christian by admitting it and that 
by that confessing the foolish 
things that come to my mind and 
turning from them and trying to 
avoid them instead of ignoring 
them like people who claim to be 
perfect and sinless. Will you write 
me and say that you never have a 
foolish thought ? 


5. “The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked: 
who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9). 
How do you know whether you 
Sin or not, if your heart is des- 
perately wicked, as the Bible says 
it is and you cannot even know the 
depths of your own wicked heart? 
I have many times discovered that 
in matters long past I had sinned 
and had not even been conscious 
of it. You may say, “Oh, but I 
do not want to sin. That is not 
of my choice so I should not be 
blamed.” No, but I do not want 
to sin either. The seed of God 
which remains in me, that new 
nature that cannot sin, always 
protests against sin. When, like 
Paul, I sin, “for the goog that I 
would I do not: but the evil which 
I would not, that I do,” then I 
honestly confess the sin even 
though I do not intend it and do 
not want it. You see, the thought 
of foolishness is sin, whether you 
intend it or not. Whatsoever is 
not of faith is sin, whether you 
intend it or not. “Sin is the trans- 
gression of the law” (I John 3:4), 
whether you intend it or not. The 
omission of anything you know is 
good is a sin. whether you intend 
it or not. Humble Christians in 
such matters ought not to be so 
quick to say that they do not sin. 

6. “Pray without ceasing” (1 
Thess. 5:17). That command is 
repeated a number of times. 
“Men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint” (Luke 18:1). “Con- 
tinue in prayer (Col. 4:2). “Pray- 
ing always with all prayer and 
Supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all per- 
severance and supplication for all 
saints” (Eph. 6:18). “Continuing 
instant in prayer’ (Rom. 12:12). 
Now it is clear that any Christian 
who does not pray continually 
day and night, all the time, vio- 
lates these clear commands of the 
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“I Wish I Could Get One Every 


Day!" 


Says Sword Reader 


By GRACE JEAN RICE 


We like to imagine the reac- 
tions of people who receive THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. Some- 
times people write us and give us 
an idea. Do you remember the 
letter we quoted once, about a 
man who nearly hit the telephone 
poles coming home from the of- 
fice because he was reading THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, on the 
day it came? And then when he 
got home with it, his wife burned 
the dinner because she was read- 
ing it! We like to feel that peo- 
ple are glad when the mail box 
yields a fresh new Copy of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, so we 
enjoy letters like this one: | 


“I am not able to go to church. 
I get some glorious sermons over 
my radio. I look forward to the 
coming of THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD every week. I wish I 
could get one every day! I read 
it through before I sleep. Those 
sermons lift me up in_ spirit. 
Praise God for gospel preachers 
as are in THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD,” (Pulaski, Tennessee.) 

A Baptist preacher in Dunlap, 
Tennessee, writes: “I have en- 
joyed the Sword very much and 
can say it is the best paper of its 
kind I ever read...i enjoy all the 
sermons and am sending my re- 
newal for two years, so keep up 
the good work.” 

Many of you have recently sent 
in eight-months subscriptions at 
the special rate through January 
15 of $1.00. Perhaps you're 
anxious to know how those people 
will receive it. We have a letter 
from one such new subscriber, 
who writes, “Not long ago I re- 
ceived a card telling me a friend 
had sent my name in for your 
paper, THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD. I got my first copy this 
week and I have read every word 
of it. I like it so very much I am 


re 


sending a dollar for eight months. 
I do not know how long my friend 
had the paper sent to me but 
please add eight months on to it. 
I am so grateful for having a 
friend to think of me and have 
such a wonderful paper sent to 
me every week.” (Terrell, Texas) 


Don’t Know How I'd Get 
Along Without It 


“I have been taking it for 
Several years,” writes a Sword 
reader in Bristow, Kentucky, 


“and think it is the best religious 
paper I ever read. I really get 
so much food for thought, and 
such plain Bible teaching. I don’t 
know how I'd get along without 
it, and it thrills my souls to read 
of so many souls saved. You 
have my daily prayers for the 
success of the work .,.I give my 
papers to others as soon as l 
read them.” 

In Oil City, Pennsylvania, THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD is read 
and appreciated also. “I cannot 
praise this paper highly enough,”’ 
Says a letter. “I have been great- 
ly blessed while reading these 
great sermons weekly. I have 
often received timely helps and 
pointers toward Christian living 
just when I needed them most.” 
Surely the Lord can bring just 
what you need, at just the right 
time, through a message in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. Many 
people have written similar iet- 
ters to us, telling how some par- 
ticular message reached them at 
a special time of need for an un- 
usual blessing. 

“It Seems That D. L. Moody, 
Gipsy Smith, and Billy Sun- 
day Speak to Us From the 
Other Side” 
Cookeville, Tennessee 
heart-warming letter, 


From 
comes a 


Are Christians Ever Sinless? 


(Continued from Page 6) 


Bible and_ therefore sins. Every 
inslLant of. your life that you are 
not in prayer, you are in sin. 
Could you make that boast? I 
could not! And I think I am a 
better. Christian for seeing this 
high ‘and wonderful standard that 
God has set and facing honestly 
my lack, confessing it to God and 
trying day by day to come closer 
to God's standard. But any one 
who does not pray without ceas- 
ing is living in sin. 

7. “If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is notin us” (I John 1:8). 
This Scripture is clear. Honest 
people will not try to dodge it nor 
explain it away nor avoid it. Do 
not deceive yourself in this mat- 
ter, I beg you. I believe I am a 
better Christian not to deceive 
myself but to honestly face the 
fact of my old nature and my 
weakness and frailty and day by 
day set out to hate my sin and 
turn from it and subdue it for 
Jesus’ sake. 

In conclusion, I would say that 
true holiness certainly does not 
consist in the pharisaical attitude. 
The Pharisees were not really 
holy. Self-righteous people who 
brag on themselves and condemn 
other Christians who sometimes 
live better lives and win far more 
souls than they do, are not really 
holy nor sanctified in the Bible 
sense. 

8. “Follow peace with all men, 
and holiness, without which no 
man shall see the Lord” (Heb. 
12:14). Thank God, I do follow 
peace with all men and holiness. 
In my heart there is that which 
longs for holiness and cries out 
for it and follows it, just as I 
seek peace instead of quarrel and 
seek fellowship instead of accu- 
Sations, In other words, God's 
seed remains in me, I am born of 
God. I do not have a free will 
in this matter since Christ has 
come into my life, the Holy Spirit 
literally lives in my heart, I am 
now a new creature, and this new 
créature within me, this seed of 
God, cannot sin. Hence I can- 
not be satisfied with myself and 
sin. I do follow after holiness. 
Any one who does not have this 
new nature which longs for holi- 
ness shall not see the Lord, 


And, thank God, one day when, 


- 


Jesus comes and changes our vile 
bodies like unto His glorious body, 


and when “the adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body” 
(Rom. 8:23) takes place, then I 


will cease to follow after peace 
with all men and holiness because 
I will have already found them. 

Now I have spent a great deal 
of time in answering you kindly 
and I pray you will spend hours 
of study and prayer and self-ex- 
amination, to learn the truth. 

Why don’t you go back and read 
again that booklet that you scorned 
and despised, All Have Sinned? 
And this time come like an hum- 
ble child of God, listening to an 
anointed preacher of God, to learn 
something for the good of your 
soul? 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 

JOHN R. RICE 

JRR/vw 


P. S. Give my regards to your 
uncle, Brother E——F— , and 
God bless all your family. I wish 
I could know you and shake your 
hand and have Christian fellow- 
ship with you. You would find 
me as axious to be holy and 
good as you are, and I believe 
you would find that I work at it 
just as hard and that if you knew 
me, you would not feel that you 
could claim to be any holier than I 
am. J. R. R. 

I suggest that any Christian 
who wants further study on this 
matter ought to get all the fol- 
lowing of my pamphlets and read 
them carefully: 

All Have Sinned 

The Backslider 

Can A Saved Person Be Lost? 

Eight Gospel Absurdities If a 
Christian Loses His Soul 


All the above are large, twenty- 
four page pamphlets, price 1oc, 
each written by this author, pub- 
lished by Sword of the Lord Pub- 
lishers, 

Also get Holiness, False and 
True, by Dr. H. A. Ironside, a 
paper bound book of two parts. 
The first part tells Dr. Ironside’s 
own experiences, long “claiming 
holiness but never satisfied, and 
how he came into the truth by 
study of the Bible, The second 
part of the book is Bible teach- 
ing on this question. Published 
by Loizeaux, price 0c. ; 


with comments from three dif- 
ferent people, which we would 
like to pass on to you. 

“Putting the Sword in our little 
‘Mission’ which has recently be- 
come a ‘Church’ on its own, ‘is 
bearing fruit. It goes in nearly 
every home now. A letter from 
my niece in Alabama, whom I sent 
the Sword to a couple of years ago, 
says, ‘It has meant so much to me. 
I sent twelve gift subscriptions to 
others.” And so the good work 
goes on. 


“One of our members says every 
week after reading the good ser- 
mons she feels like she had been 
in a revival, 

“It seems that D. L. Moody, 
Gipsy Smith and Billy Sunday 
Speak to us ‘from the other side.’ 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is 
one paper we can recommend to 
all who are spiritually hungry.” 

We know you will rejoice in the 
good others get from THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, if the Lord uses 
it to bless you ,too. Won't you 
pray for the work — for us whe 
labor to get the paper out, for 
the evangelists who preach and 
write sermons for it, that many 
more will subscribe for it, and 
that the Lord will bless it and 
Save the lost and revive Christians 
through it? And think of some 
friends who should have THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD coming 
into their home every week, and 
subscribe for them! “He that 
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him” (Psalm 126:6). 


-_ — 


WITH THE 


Evangelists | 


By the Editor | 


Neglected Communities May 
Have Revivals or Regular 
Services 


Two young ministers, graduat- 
ing next June from a sound Chris- 
tian institution, surrendered and 
trained for the gospel ministry, 
would like to be used of God in 
Winning souls in neglected com- 
munities. If a few people desire 
revival services or would like to 
start reguiar services, organize 
a Sunday School, and so on, I 
suggest that you write to 


FISHERMEN 
7 Buckingham Ct. 
Asheville, N. C. 
We believe these young men 
are well equipped, are fully sur- 
rendered and sound in the faith. 


Rev. Earl Jensen Re-Enters 
Evangelistic Field 

It brings joy to the editor's 
heart and will please many oth- 
ers that Rev. Earl M. Jensen, after 
a year spent as pastor of the 
large Bethesda Church in Winni- 
peg, Canada, has now returned to 
the work of evangelism to which 
he was called and in which he 
has been used of God. 

Brother Jensen, a graduate of 
Moody Bible Institute, has had a 
very successful ministry as a pas- 
tor and has been blessed of God 
in revival campaigns. Pastors 
have written glowing letters to 
me concerning his ministry. He 
is sound in doctrine, a well taught 
Bible teaching evangelist with a 
fervent heart and thorough con- 
secration. 

Those interested in having him 
for revival and evangelistic serv- 
ices May write 

Rev. Earl Jensen 
Bethesda Church 
Winnipeg, Canada 
Evangelist J. L. Farren in Mt. 
Alto, Pennsylvania 

A nice letter from Evangelist 
J. L. Ferren of Mt. Crawford, Vir- 
ginia, noting that while the editor 
was at Lewistown, Pennsylvania, 
November 26-December 14, Evan- 
gelist Farren was in Mt. Alto, 
Pennsylvania, Brother Farren 
says, 

“Now the unusual thing about 
these meetings is, they were so 
close together in the time, loca- 
tion, and in your meeting a fam- 
ily of nine, plus many more for 
which we praise the Lord, were 
saved, 

“In the meeting I was holding 
we had one whole family of four 
saved, plus four of another fam- 
ily of six. Altogether we had 
twenty-six .saved, and seventy-one 
rededications. God really gave us 
an old time, Heaven-sent reviva. 


Selected Books |: 


Here are some unusually good 
LvOks, chosen out of the many 
dozens that we receive for con- 
sideration to be sent to the Sword 
Book Club Judges in selecting -the 
monthly Selection. They are such 
good books that we want to give 
you an opportunity to buy them 
even though they are not Book 
Club Selections and do not carry 
book club credit. We cannot give 
all the judges’ reports, though 
many of them were very enthus- 
iastic; but we quote here enough 
to give you an impression of the 
book, with the number of pages 
and the price. Any book review- 
ed in this column may be ordered 
from Sword of the Lord Publish- 
ers Bept. B., 214 West Wesley 
Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 

THINGS UNSHAKABLE 
by Paul S. Rees 

Dr. Robert G. Lee says, ‘This is 
a group of fourteen sermons, al) 
related to the title of the book,... 

“In a stirring and provocative 
manner, Dr. Rees reminds us that 
in this day of volcanic eruptions, 
when conditions in government, 
society, business and _ religion 
makes us feel like an earthquake 
has struck, that we as Christians, 
with our faith rooted and ground- 
ed in Christ, are the only people 
on earth who can claim the 
Things Unshakable.” 

“This one sermon is worth buy- 
ing the book, but the remaining 
thirteen are excellent, The auth- 
or lifts us out of our smug seats 
of complacency and gives us a 
worthy challenge to loyalty and to 
a discipleship that is willing to 
suffer pain if need be, and urges 
us to face our world with grit 
and assurance. 

“This book, should prove to be 
a great comfort to those in doubt, 
an excellent handbook for the 
Christian worker, and a means of 
coming to know Christ as Sav- 
iour to those who know Him 
not.” 

Nicely clothbound, 
pages, price $1.50 

YOUTH FOR CHRIST 
by Mel Larson 

Dr. Henry Hepburn writes, “So 
speedily has this movement grown 
among the youth of our day that 
many are not aware of how the 
Holy Spirit is touching tens of 
thousands of these youths for 
Christ and in a thousand differ- 
ent places. Mel Larson has ren- 
dered a great service in helping 
us visualize this upsurge of the 
Spirit of God in the lives of young 
people. The readers of this vol- 
ume will surely be brought to their 
knees to pray that God's blessing 


nearly 200 


may continue upon your young 
people .... ” 
Dr. Robert G. Lee adds, “Mr. 


Larson has the kind of enthusi- 
asm that is contagious, and one 
cannot read these pages without 
‘catching’ some of it....No effort 
is made to explain or describe the 


movement, but many interesting 
and marvelous results are related 
which will thrill and inspire all 


who read them.” 
Clothbound book of 135 pages, 
price only $1.50. 
ROSE OF SHARON 
by Robert G. Lee 
Dr. T.‘ Roland Philips: “In this 
little volume Dr. Lee has gathered 
six helpful sermons out of his 
busy pastorate.- They are all 
grounded 'n the Word of God and 
are given in Dr. Lee’s own inimit- 
able style.® This volume forms a 
welcome addition to those which 
have preceded it. It will prove a 
blessing to many.” 
Dr. John W. Bradbury: “One 
feels the throbbing passion of a 
great heart in reading these con- 


victing and life-changing  ser- 
mons.” 
Six sermons, 121 pages im a 


lovely cloth binding, price $1.50. 
GOD’S IRREGULARS 
by William Strong 
Dr. John W. Bradbury = says: 
“Told with freshness and in pop- 


for which we do earnestly praise 
Him, 

“Brother John, I wish that I 
might see you face to face and 
tell you how much the Sword has 
meant to me in these last few 
years. And should the Lord Je- 
sus tarry, I hope to have that 
opportunity this year,” that is, at 
The Sword of the Lord Confer- 
ence of Evangelism. We trust 
he can come to the conference at 
Lake Louise, Toccoa Falls, Geor- 
gia, August 1-8 for which we are 
planning great things, 


—_ 


*- 


“Editors of Sword of the Lord: 
“Please continue our subscrip- 
tion to ‘Sword of the Lord’ for 8 
months more. We love to read it 
and to find so many articles and 
sermons which do benefit us so 


much. In these days of confusion 
our minds are brought more and 
more to God’s Word and we want 
our lives to really tell for Jesus. 

“IT am a Sunday school teacher 
and receive much spiritual help 
from the sermons in the Sword ef 
the Lord. Thank God for a few 
more today who are bold enough 
to tell and preach the truth. 

“My husband can scarcely wait 
for your paper to come. I'm so 
thankful for a Christian compan- 
ion. As we are in our 60's we en- 
joy it more and more.” 


MRS. M. I. W., 
Blue Earth, Minn. 

“.. lama reader of your 
blessed Christian paper and enjoy 
it more each time. I am so thank- 
ful that Jesus Christ still has true 
followers in this day and age as 
He did of old. We only pray for 
more Christians like these in the 
world today. 

“I read the wonderful testimo- 
nies in your last issue of The 
Sword of the Lord, praising. the 
wonderful word of God so ex- 
pressed in these wonderful books. 

“I am rededicating my life to 
Christ and feel sure that these 
books will be of much benefit to 
me in trying to live the Christ- 
like life... 

“A faithful reader and believer 
in Christ Jesus who died for our 
sins.” 

D. W., 
Huntington, W. Va. 


ular speech, these stories are il- 
lustrative of the ways of provi- 
dence in the lives of God's serv- 
ants who have not. had much 
world publicity. The book brings 
to us new and heart-stirring il- 
lustrations of grace and guid- 
ance.”’ 

Dr. Bob Jones, Jr.: “It is writ- 
ten in a chatty, almost slangy 
style, but it is packed full of in- 
spiration and human interest 
stories. It is anything but @ull 
and should have a special] appeal 
to young folks.” 

A beautifully clothbound book 
of' 160 pages, price $1.75. 


AROUND THE CROSS 


by R. C. Campbell 

Evangelist William H. Rice: 
“An excellent book of sermons 
beginning with our Lord in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and end- 
ing with the preaching of the 
aposties after Christ’s ascension. 
The scriptural and scholarly mes- 
sages—-each complete in itself— 
are outlined so logically as to 
make the trend of thought easily 
followed and illustrated very im- 
terestingly. My own heart was 
thrilleg as I read ‘The Verdict of 
the Centuries,’ and stirred as I 
read ‘Out of the Night.’ All 
eleven sermons are good and the 
illustrations alone make this book 
more than worth while for Bible 
teachers and preahers.” 

Dr. Hyman J. Appelman: ‘Fhe 
book sings, sobs, stabs, searches, 
staggers, sustains.” 

Clothbound, with 
price only $1.25. 


195 pages, 


All these books are highly 
recommended by Editor John 
R. Rice and by members of 
| the Sword Book Club Board of 
Judges. You will enjoy and 
be blessed by any of them. | 
Order from Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, Dept. B, 214 West 
Wesley Street, Wheaton, Mi- 
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500 Assorted for $1.00 
Samples Upon Request 


Galilee Tract Society | 


Dept. S 
2954 N. Damen Ave. Chicage 18, Mi. 
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The Desperate Need of 
Compassion 


experience the passion until we 
begin to see through God’s eyes. 
After Jesus had been up through 
the Galilean area, preaching in 
the synagogues, preaching’ the 


awful days, particularly the last 
days in the fall of Japan, will nev- 
er be the same, The unspeakable 


things they saw, the horror and 
the treachery they witnessed, the 


I have never been the same, I 
can see men and women go over 
the falls, out into a Christless 
eternity.” 


Oh, I want to tell you, when we 


= Pate oi gospel of the kingdom, healing all I ee , 
oe ’ ° e the multitudes as Jesus saw 
(Continued from Page 4) er manner of sickness, and all man-| P@in and the agony they experi th hen we see through His 
their lives were consumed in the! ner of disease among the people,| enced, the privations they  en- em, W nag ~taiy “Ky ~Shaoans 
wdiere there is a warmth of Chris-| ames they propagated. The| ,.4 after He had finished His sur- | 2uTed, the endless days and nights | ©Y®s, pores go a Abege 
tian love and compassion. love of power had eaten up Julius/ yoy the Word of God said, “And| they watched, have all left ete) ote BONN 6 Sa ie ms 
I want to tell you, the reason| Caesar. The love of pleasure had} when he saw the multitudes, he| indelible marks upon their lives. lost like we have yee experi- 
we do not see Christians develop-| ®@ten up Marcus Cato. The love| wag moved with compassion.” | 474 oh, beloved, if we could see| enced. Oh, may “9 a es 
ing like they ought to develop is of praise had eaten up Tullius! you Galilee was thickly popula-| ™en and women today without morning, may God clothe us, wate 
because they are in an Arctic at-| Cicero. The love of sensuality! .q The towns and the villages | Jesus Christ, if we could see them God put upon us, may God help 
osphere. An ti had consumed Mark Anthony. . . , as God sees them—headed toward us to see as never before, that we 
mosphe d until we develop swarmed with inhabitants. In h t to have this compassion 
a tropical atmosphere, a warm But it was the love for the souls} gant. you recall it got the name, | # Christless eternity, toward a/| Mave got to ine ¢ 
atmosphere in our churches, we| °f men that consumed the life of] «pe Galilee of nations.” And| lack night of awful Hell; if we for —— . ba are a. e 
will never see our new Christians| ‘Me Lord Jesus and made Him| it was the sight of those moving | COUld see men today with the eyes| Win them for Jesus 
grow and develop and mature like | Willing to writhe and twist in the| tiges of restless humanity that| f the Lord Jesus, we would be| Yes, when He saw the multi- 
God wants them to. agony of Calvary’s death that! pore the heart of Jesus and caus-| like the heroeg of, Bataan—we tudes, He was moved with com- 
Someone has well said, “No| ™en might be saved by that death./ .qg wim to be moved with com-| COUld never be the same. Our passion. 
heart will long be sure which| Oh, no wonder Paul, cofumed| passion. whole lives would be altered,| prayer: Our gracious Lord, O 
is not compassionate. And no| by that very same great passion, Pravine Hyd "op _ | changed, how we need compassion! Lord, 
virtue is safe that is not enthusi-| said, “I live; yet not I, but Christ ee: ae eee the state- One time I heard that dear old| we recognize-today that all about 
astic.” No, the world has only| liveth in me: and the life. which seb eA if te wren, oe Be Paul Rader was visiting Niagara] us are the perishing souls of mul- 
been moved by compassionate| I now live in the flesh I live by WOR : San ouem e Cee Oh ce, Falls, He saw the falls during| titudes. But O God, coming close 
men. There has never been any| the faith of the Son of God, who| YOU Will never be the same, You) ti. gay, and he said he went home| to us, there are those within the 
kind of a man who has ever been| loved me, and gave himself for| Wl! be @ broken, crushed man) 14+ night and after he got home,| very frame of our own family cir- 
able to move the world for good} me.” I tell you, when we are prom Taes .cay, Sorwere. . Ve). Ol, geld: be lay down and_ fell| cles who do not know Thee, And 
or for bad but a passionate man.| crucified with Christ, there is a On CPR O00 SSS Meer. eee asleep. He said in his sleep God] some of us, Lord, have been guilty 
And if the world is going to be} fire burning that is never going ne cys God sme ean cave him a vision that just tore| of not assuming the responsibil- 
brought again to the great epic| to go out, for we cannot possibly | *#™¢- 1 want to tell you, when! 1 i, .ou), He said that in his vis-| ity, and there is blood on our 
of a revival period, it will be| be identified with Christ in fellow- the Lord Jesus Christ takes us { ion he saw a scene similar to| nands., O God, we pray that 
moved and stirred by the burning | Ship and not have this same burn- ee aieded we will be moved like Niagara Falls. He said he saw/| Thou wilt help us from this day 
and passioned hearts of those who| ing, compassionate heart that was| “® "@Vve never been moved in all| the great swelling tides go over| forward to see with Thine eyes. 
have caught that flame from the| His and that is His. = aa meg iat: ai — ae the precipice with cataclysmic] O God, if Thou hast to alter and 
Son of God, in fellowship with Him.| You know Whitefield’s ceno- ‘eh ake. 0 saan SA aa pata fury to the depths below. He said/ change the whole course of our 
We are living in a day, when, as/taph has carved upon it a flam- ity in ite @eoravity tm “ita” 4a in his dream he saw the scene | lives, then do it. Lord, whatever 
we have already said, the passion| ing heart which testifies to the Sandia robe end pt ata and then he said he saw that it; Thou hast to do to put us in the 
in Christianity has gone out, The! greatness of that revivalist’s de- God. in ‘she certainty of tte gota wasn’t water that was passing, it} place where we will love as Thou 
nw § og age es the age ao votion to the Lord and Saviour. Geatiny roar seigahaar lighthearted wasn’t water! It was men and/dost love, where we will hate sin 
; . . 4 ’ . ’ . 
eon saitee aes ee and frivolous.” To see the world] ,2r"a gly newman thems meccp.| will desire to be’ filed ‘with, the 
ompassion Is Seeing People | through the eyes of God will]. ; = 
The preacher is there, but the p . =e 
seine are ela eedians The Bi- Through God’s Eyes change the direction, the purpose, the shaun sad acorn, einen pe gh Pome dA rar og ee 
ble is there, but oh, how many Yes, it was when Jesus saw the| Y®% the plan of every man’s life. thundering into the abode of Hell.| us to that place, O God, bring it 
times the message from its pages multitudes that He was moved You know they tell us that/ And he said, “When I saw those; this morning hour. Hear our 
ral gg geo The choir is| With compassion. We will never| those men who went through those! souls, I woke from my dream and! prayer, Lord. Amen. 
ere, but oh, the music does not Sr oe ee ee ———___—_— —~———-— - ———- _ 
reach the hearts of sinners nor 
the courts of Heaven because the 
choir does not sing in the Spirit. bad . 
The passion, the burning, glowing K TD, | h 2 
consuming love of the Redeemer: E Ou iro (iS. 
for the lost race is not in the con- 
sciousness of those who name His 
mame like it ought to be, like it Did you know that you could get a book containing the greatest mes- 
has to be, if we want our churches 2 OAc , -_. - 
~~ sages ever writen by: 
to throb in the warmth of spirit- F 
wal fire that will cause men and .@ :, : 
Saiken ic yebane ana tiie ieee Dr. B. A. Carroll, famous Southern Baptist orator and theologian 
Christ. and writer. 
: A great man has said that in D . 
trying not to be emotional we r. R. A. Torrey, world renowned evangelist and Bible teacher. 
have set forth in ice trays our D “ey Ss 
: ‘ _ - 
faith while our churches shiver r. Oswald J. Smith, missionary leader, author and pastor. 
oR Eg aad yates owen Dr. Walter L. Wilson, physician, Bible teacher, soul-winner. 
bol - ee faith is oe sy And Hon. Clinton N. Howard, statesman and orator, called “The Little 
on that cross our blesse aviour Giant.” chairma Ds ” os 
died, and it is our supreme obli- , Chairman of President Wilson’s World Peace Commission. 
gation to declare a love that 1s Canon Dyson Hague, educator and honored churchman. 
greater than Hell and its hosts, 
greater than death and its sting, Rev. S. D. Gordon, author of the well known “Quiet Talks.”’ 
greater than time and its decay. + ga a ot 
Everything in life is a passion. Dr. Sam Morris, ‘““The Voice of Temperance,” 
Christianity, if alive, must be im- and baidal Y others? 
passioned. It must have in it a $2 50 
desperate, driving, unquenchable, < 
unstoppable if you please, irresist- 
amie 'Grive, and one. word will give CHAPTER TITLES The SWORD BOOK OF TREASURES is a book of favorites compiled by Editor 
it to us, and that word 1s com- Mts Satineies ded What Became John R. Rice of The Sword of the Lord. They are his favorites and your favorites— 
omscnge ae, we ps see the ". I1t—B H. Carroll . a the sermons and articles and stories that brought the most blessing, the most com- 
cause oO od move ahead as we -. ae . ment, the most requests for ext opies, wh ublished in The Sword of the Lord, 
have never seen it, when we can Pearls of Paradise—Clinton H, ek Ai ye? ese MR at's po phi wy . 
really say that we are eaten up Howard. Every chapter is a treasure! None are dull, none are uninteresting. Each story 
with the zeal of the Lord A Thrilling Christmas Time on sparkles with meaning and beauty. Every article will have sentences, and some- 
gS bs the Frontier—A Pastor’s Wife. times whole paragraphs, you will want to underline and remember always, 
Holy Zeal Is Based on Divine God’s Abounding Love—T. Myron ; 
Compassion Webb. NO PRAISE TOO EXTRAVAGANT! Words fail us to tell you how wonderful 
Our Solitary deviour—It this book is. You cannot possibly be disappointed in it! It will bless your -heart, 
Do you know what the word zeal = Solitary aviour—K._ L. anaes : . 
: Moyer. strengthen your faith, increase your joy in the Lord, and encourage you to work 
means? It means to boil. And when The Christian and War—R. L for God. 
we get to the place where the Si ainietns Speen BM = im } ; it 
zeal of the Lord is actually ‘eating sane ‘ De aa a i wpe Jesse See Gi describes | 
us up, then we will begin to move R. A. Torrey. I have found it one of the most vital, most satisfying, most encouraging, most 
again. , | Mr. Moody and the Free-Thinkers stimulating, most challenging volumes I have read in a long while. It is a very 
The great passion of the Lord —George Soltau. precious volume .. . It can well be classified as one of the most spiritual books that 
Jesus Christ assumed two dis- Safety, Certafhty and Enjoyment one could have upon his shelves. One who owns a copy will not only read it once, 
tinct channels Wrst it’s inde- —George Cutting. but will return to it again and again. It is a tonic to faith, an encouragement to 
scribable REY ht en Ee baie Whose Body Is Yours ?—Walter go on with God in spite of all trials and even death itself, It is a spiritual delight 
for the heii of men. And sec- L. Wilson. and will create a definite deepening of love to God and determination to know Him bet- 
ondly is the imperious hate and The Most Interesting Story I ter in the Word and in His glorious service, There is glory in this book.” 
mighty heart indignation against ue Maceeee Gear rowed " The Evangelical Beacon said: 
those who are identified with sin Gordon. “This compilation of classic treasures in Christian literature, gathered from 
and who are enslaved in it. Oh, Seven Men Went Singing Into many sources through the years, will be welcomed by preachers and Christian work- 
my, the ong pee Ton bcneye no Heaven — Tr. Major Clara ers ea a looking for the very best material to aid them in presenting the mes- 
endure, e one ing at actu- Becker. sages o ife.”’ . 
ally Aor Sa ny eats re 4 cA Through Trouble—John Dr. Faris D. Whitesell of Northern Baptist Seminary writes: 
ness. You recall that Amos said, Salvation—Oswald J. Smith. “The first chapter is worth the price of the book. Chapter VII by Dr, B. H, 
"Woe to them that are at ease Unseen Resources—John R. Rice. Carroll is one of the greatest sermons ever preached, Every chapter contains some. 
bn Thon.”. Jeaus said. “1. would The Wonder of the Book—Sam- thing worthwhile. I wish this book could be in every Christian home in America.” 
; : ‘1 N, Morris 
fhou wert cold or hot. So then uel X. - : A big book of twenty-one chapters, 352 pages, the SWORD BOOK OF TREAS.- 
Retause than: art lukewarm, and ee Bible—Samuel N. Mor- ign is . baly full of priceless reading, but is a real value in itself, The pages 
meither cold nor hot, I will spue wr ts are large, the type clear and easy to read, and the pages well set up. Practically 
B vw i oft meh” | Whee oe the Stork—B. H. Shad- oeeny. RMBEIOS - ana en by bn in eg of the author and a brief biographical 
; ' ' ' sketch. ese biographies in themselves are one of the outstanding features of this 
we think about the life of our The Jew in History and Destiny full-to- , . & 
ie Ria tid eee denlinn thal <dlteasial i humaine. ~~ ‘ peg wa book, and will be a rich source of information, a veritable Christian 
He -epitomized those words. He Judas Iscariot—John R. Rice. . : : 
was the example of those words, Bound in beautiful green cloth, stamped in gold, the book has a beautifully pice 
be eaten up with the zeal ol tured jacket in red. An attractive gift, a book you will be prouti to have in your 
z. Lord library—a joy to the book lover! 
Alexander Whyte said, “His sot a hpi and i 50 
holy zeal sustained Him and im- © PFice 15 OMY ..e+eee Mee 
pelled Him all through life.” This 
game ruling passion was His SWORD OF : r 214 W. Wesley St. 
reatest in death. It is not a new di ik ia 
tee for men to have an absorb- | Wheaton, Illinois 
ing interest in things, so that Sag RE eT 
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